


Is our country to be governed by 
the democratically - elected Govern- 
ment on behalf of the whole nation, 
or is it to be blackmailed by sec- 
tional groups seeking their own 
self-interest? ANTHONY BARBER, 

April 13, 1972. 


T IS NOT often that one, in an 
anarchist paper, agrees with the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in a 
question, however rhetorical, For 
years we have been ‘blackmailed by 
sectional groups seeking their own 
self-interest’. In the particular field 
under consideration at the moment, 
we are ‘blackmailed’ by landlords, 
by estate agents, by property specu- 
lators, by building contractors, by 
building societies, by ‘democratically- 
elected’ councils and finally by the 
“democratically-elected Government’ 
of which Mr. Barber is chief of 
the extortion racket! 

‘Blackmail’ is, of course, a highly 
emotive expression, but it could be 
employed of a threat to deprive 
a person of food, clothing and 
shelter unless he paid over a sub- 
stantial portion of his income; and 
it is of no avail for their victim 
to. assert that. food. clothing and 


HOW FAIR IS RERT? 


law of supply and demand is in- 
exorable and never more so than 
in the question of shelter, of housing. 
Whether by payment of rent or by 
buying a home, the demands of 
‘sectional groups seeking their own 
self-interest’ have become more and 
more rapacious. 

The Conservative Government 
under which we suffer at the moment 
has one virtue, if you can call it 
that, it is faithful to its promises 
to its supporters (or its beneficiaries). 
One cannot credit similar fidelity to 
the Labour Party. The present Hous- 
ing Finance Bill is obviously a gift to 
Conservative landlords, estate agents, 
property speculators, building con- 
tractors, for returning a government 
dedicated to their interests. By the 
unceasing process of ‘double-think’ 
this Bill has become known as the 
‘Fair Rents’ Bill (possibly a Con- 
servative inspired re-christening). 

Political life has been be-devilled 
by such glamorous phrases for hor- 
rible or non-existent realities. ‘A 
fair day’s pay for a fair day’s work’, 
‘the just price’, ‘the just war’, and 
now ‘fair rents’. Such concepts have 
more in common with theology than 
with cammoan. cence... All that cuch 





grants) former working-class hous- 
ing, dispossessing the workets in the 
process and turning the areas into 
chi-chi Sunday supplement suburbs. 
Not only is this done but mortgages 
are tax-deductible and thus Mr. 
Greenwood, Labour Housing Mini- 
ster, earns the undying gratitude of 
the middle class. 


One could go on about the 
countryside blight of the commuters, 
the two-house family and the des- 
truction of homes by motorway 
swathe-cutting, but suffice it that the 
Conservatives have succeeded in 
creating a scarcity of houses which 
is just what they set out to do. 

* * * 

To return to the idea of fair 
rent. The idea of rent, of prices, 
of men under the domination of 
other men by political or economic 
means is iniquitous. It is impossible 
in this system to create a system of 
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TESTING TIME 
FOR TRADE UNIONS 


S WE GO TO PRESS there is talk of the Government using the 

Industrial Relations Act to compel railwaymen to end their ‘work- 
to-rule’ and go back to normal working for a 60-day ‘cooling-off’ period. 
If this happens and the rail unions comply with the order, then the 
Government will have won a famous victory and trade unionism will 
be discredited. 

It need NOT happen. Governments can make what laws they like— 
but enforcing them is quite a different matter. How can a Government 
FORCE some 200,000 railwaymen to work normally, work overtime, 
break rules, and work on their rest days? Will they use police and 
troops to collect train drivers from their homes on their days off and 
take them to work under escort? The idea is ludicrous. 

Perhaps they will arraign them all before the courts and fine them? 
But how will this make the trains run? 

Obviously the Government is banking on being able to frighten the 
union leaders into calling off the action. It is all a big bluff and we 
hope that railwaymen will call the bluff by extending their industrial 
action until their claim is met in full. 

If there are any fines or arrests they can be answered with a General 
Strike called to remove the Industrial Relations Act from the Statute 
Book. If they don’t do that, what the hell is the trade union movement 
all about? 
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the democratically - elected Govern- 
ment on behalf of the whole nation, 
or is it to be blackmailed by sec- 
tional groups seeking their own 
self-interest? ANTHONY BARBER, 

April 13, 1972. 


T IS NOT often that one, in an 
anarchist paper, agrees with the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in a 
question, however rhetorical. For 
years we have been ‘blackmailed by 
sectional groups seeking their own 
self-interest’. In the particular field 
under consideration at the moment, 
we are ‘blackmailed’ by landlords, 
by estate agents, by property specu- 
lators, by building contractors, by 
building societies, by ‘democratically- 
elected’ councils and finally by the 
‘democratically-elected Government’ 
of which Mr. Barber is chief of 
the extortion racket! 

‘Blackmail’ is, of course, a highly 
emotive expression, but it could be 
employed of a threat to deprive 
a person of food, clothing and 
shelter unless he paid over a sub- 
stantial portion of his income; and 
it is of no avail for their victim 
to assert that food, clothing and 
shelter are the necessities of life to 
him... This is in fact the basic 
premise of a capitalist society. The 


BROADMOOR 
REVOLUTION 


OR THOSE LIVING within three 
miles of Broadmoor Hospital for the 
Criminally Insane there is a weekly re- 
minder that it is more of a prison than 
an hospital. At ten o'clock every Mon- 
day morning the alarm siren is tested. 
You can meet the warders, or nurses, 
depending on your point of view, in the 
‘White Horse’ having a lunchtime pint 
before going on duty. They wear police- 
style uniforms and polished boots. Most 





law of supply and demand is in- 
exorable and never more so than 
in the question of shelter, of housing. 
Whether by payment of rent or by 
buying a home, the demands of 
‘sectional groups seeking their own 
self-interest’ have become more and 
more rapacious. 

The Conservative Government 
under which we suffer at the moment 
has one virtue, if you can call it 
that, it is faithful to its promises 
to its supporters (or its beneficiaries). 
One cannot credit similar fidelity to 
the Labour Party. The present Hous- 
ing Finance Bill is obviously a gift to 
Conservative landlords, estate agents, 
property speculators, building con- 
tractors, for returning a government 
dedicated to their interests. By the 
unceasing process of ‘double-think’ 
this Bill has become known as the 
‘Fair Rents’ Bill (possibly a Con- 
servative inspired re-christening). 

Political life has been be-devilled 
by such glamorous phrases for hor- 
rible or non-existent realities. ‘A 
fair day’s pay for a fair day’s work’, 
‘the just price’, ‘the just war’, and 
now ‘fair rents’. Such concepts have 
more in common with theology than 
with common sense. All that such 
ideas can do, is to confuse the 
mind with ideas which are blatantly 
contradictory. Why speak of a ‘fair 
rent’? One might as well speak of 
‘sane madness’. 

The idea of ‘fair rents’ sounds as 
attractive as the idea of ‘reasonable 
prices’ until one realizes that two 
kinds of reason are prevailing, the 
reason of the buyer and the reason 
of the seller. Similarly, ‘fairness’ 
to the landlord is ‘unfair’ to the 
tenant. True to the declared in- 
tention of the Tories, they will ‘sub- 
sidize the tenant rather than the 
houses’, and a bureaucratic organi- 
zation will be set up with powers to 
grant rebates in needy cases which 
will be repaid to tenants. 

At the same time local councils 
will raise their rents and operate 


grants) former working-class hous- 
ing, dispossessing the workers in the 
process and turning the areas into 
chi-chi Sunday supplement suburbs. 
Not only is this done but mortgages 
are tax-deductible and thus Mr. 
Greenwood, Labour Housing Mini- 
ster, earns the undying gratitude of 
the middle class. 


One could go on about. the 
countryside blight of the commuters, 
the two-house family and the des- 
truction of homes by motorway 
swathe-cutting, but suffice it that the 
Conservatives have succeeded in 
creating a scarcity of houses which 
is just what they set out to do. 
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of men under the domination of 
other men by political or economic 
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Tough Talk by 


gages CHANCELLOR of the Exchequer's 

speech in which he attacked the rail- 
waymen unions’ decision to work-to-rule 
as ‘industrial blackmail’ took most people 
by surprise. To the newly-appointed 
Employment Secretary, Mr. Macmillan, 
the tough line adopted by Mr. Barber 
must have seemed to be calculated to 
undermine the conciliation work he had 
been attempting. 

Mr. Barber, however, was speaking 
with the approval of the Cabinet and 
one must assume that Mr. Macmillan 
knew the contents of the Chancellor's 
speech while he was encouraging the rail- 
way unions to accept arbitration. It must 
also be noted that Mr. Macmillan had 
very quickly offered his conciliation ser- 
vices in contrast to his predecessor's 
handling of the miners’ strike. 

It does appear that the Government. 
after offering the unions 2 way out. are 
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under consideration at the moment, 
we are ‘blackmailed’ by landlords, 
by estate agents, by property specu- 
lators, by building contractors, by 
building societies, by ‘democratically- 
elected’ councils and finally by the 
‘democratically-elected Government’ 
of which Mr. Barber is chief of 
the extortion racket! 

‘Blackmail’ is, of course, a highly 
emotive expression, but it could be 
employed of a threat to deprive 
a person of food, clothing and 
shelter unless he paid over a sub- 
stantial portion of his income; and 
it is of no avail for their victim 
to assert that food, clothing and 
shelter are the necessities of life to 
him: “This is in~fact~ the — basic 
premise of a capitalist society. The 


BROADMOOR 
REVOLUTION 


OR THOSE LIVING within three 
miles of Broadmoor Hospital for the 
Criminally Insane there is a weekly re- 
minder that it is more of a prison than 
an hospital. At ten o’clock every Mon- 
day morning the alarm siren is tested. 
You can meet the warders, or nurses, 
depending on your point of view, in the 
‘White Horse’ having a lunchtime pint 
before going on duty. They wear police- 
style uniforms and polished boots. Most 
are ordinary workers, few have any 
medical knowledge. They just keep the 
patients in line. At the moment they are 
working an overtime ban to get a five 
day week. 

Inside, the patients are getting or- 
ganized themselves. Last week a group 
of patients issued their manifesto for a 
revolution in Broadmoor. The action 
group has issued a four point demand 
to be enacted immediately and a parallel 
demand for self-rule. The four points 
are: 

(1) An immediate public inquiry into 
Broadmoor; a commission of several 
prisoners to be allowed to act as 
observers. 

(2) Freedom of political thought, speech 
and action. 

(3) An immediate, truly impartial review 
of the fitness for discharge of any 
prisoner who requests it. 

(4) An immediate end to medical drug 
abuse and the use of electric con- 
vulsion therapy and an immediate 
end to the prevalent brutality of 
Broadmoor. 

The manifesto continues: ‘Every aspect 
of prison is apparent in Broadmoor; on 
entry the inmate loses all claims to 
dignity and human rights. In Broad- 
moor, as in all prisons, obedience and 
conformity are enforced by fear. Indis- 
criminate over-prescribing of strong re- 
pressive drugs and ECT with or without 
anaesthetics are the most obvious 
methods.’ 

The manifesto ends: ‘We are com- 
mitted to action. The people’s revolu- 
tionary war will be fought on all fronts. 
To the broad mass of people, including 
our fellow prisoners elsewhere in the 
penal system we pledge solidarity.’ 

LARRY. 





ing Finance Bill is obviously a gift to 
Conservative landlords, estate agents, 
property speculators, building con- 
tractors, for returning a government 
dedicated to their interests. By the 
unceasing process of ‘double-think’ 
this Bill has become known as the 
‘Fair Rents’ Bill (possibly a Con- 
servative inspired re-christening). 

Political life has been be-devilled 
by such glamorous phrases for hor- 
rible or non-existent realities. “A 
fair day’s pay for a fair day’s work’, 
‘the just price’, ‘the just war’, and 
now ‘fair rents’. Such concepts have 
more in common with theology than 
with common sense. All that such 
ideas can do, is to confuse the 
mind with ideas which are blatantly 
contradictory. Why speak of a ‘fair 
rent’? One might as well speak of 
‘sane madness’. 

The idea of ‘fair rents’ sounds as 
attractive as the idea of ‘reasonable 
prices’ until one realizes that two 
kinds of reason are prevailing, the 
reason of the buyer and the reason 
of the seller. Similarly, ‘fairness’ 
to the landlord is ‘unfair’ to the 
tenant. True to the declared in- 
tention of the Tories, they will ‘sub- 
sidize the tenant rather than the 
houses’, and a bureaucratic organi- 
zation will be set up with powers to 
grant rebates in needy cases which 
will be repaid to tenants. 

At the same time local councils 
will raise their rents and operate 
the same rebate scheme. This will 
show a profit to local councils and 
they will be enabled, if they are 
interested, to develop further housing 
schemes, mainly (think the Tories) 
in re-conditioning old houses. The 
Tories have always had a dream- 
concept of a ‘property-owing democ- 
racy’. This dream coincided with 
that of the electorate who have the 
same dream. 

Since private and council rents 
will obviously rise sky-high, the 
building societies with repayment 
rates seemingly lower than many 
rents have prospered. The building 
societies welcome new borrowers 
since by some financial wizardry 
they have large sums of money they 
are dying to give away—at interest! 
Thus the estate agents, the property 
speculators and the building con- 
tractors move in and by a judiciously- 
controlled supply the demand in- 
creases and the price shoots up! 
Thus we attain a mortgage-owning 
(or ‘owned’) democracy. 

When the Labour Government 
was in office it made a despairing 
gesture in the provision of housing 
by making improvement grants— 
this, theoretically, meant that sub- 
standard housing could be improved. 
In practice, what has happened is 
that vast areas of former working- 
class housing have been taken over 
by the newly-risen. middle class 
making over (on improvement 
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is just what they set out to do. 
* * * 

To return to the idea of fair 
rent. The idea of rent, of prices, 
of men under the domination of 
other men by political or economic 
means is iniquitous. It is impossible 
in this system to create a system of 


action until thi 

If there are ; 
Strike called & 
Book. If they 
all about? 
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ete CHANCELLOR of the Exchequer’s 
speech in which he attacked the rail- 
waymen unions’ decision to work-to-rule 
as ‘industrial blackmail’ took most people 
by surprise. To the newly-appointed 
Employment Secretary, Mr. Macmillan, 
the tough line adopted by Mr. Barber 
must have seemed to be calculated to 
undermine the conciliation work he had 
been attempting. 

Mr. Barber, however, was speaking 
with the approval of the Cabinet and 
one must assume that Mr. Macmillan 
knew the contents of the Chancellor's 
speech while he was encouraging the rail- 
way unions to accept arbitration. It must 
also be noted that Mr. Macmillan had 
very quickly offered his conciliation ser- 
vices in contrast to his predecessor’s 
handling of the miners’ strike. 

It does appear that the Government, 
after offering the unions a way out, are 
deliberately using the dispute to win 
public sympathy after their defeat by the 
miners, Then the cries by the Govern- 
ment that the miners were holding the 
‘country to ransom’ went unheeded be- 
cause the public were sympathetic to- 
wards the miners. 


Mr. Barber has used the same argu- 
ment as was first used when the miners 
started their strike. ‘Is our country to be 
governed by the democratically-elected 
Government on behalf of the whole 
nation, or is it to be blackmailed by 
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grants) former working-class hous- 
ing, dispossessing the workers in the 
process and turning the areas into 
chi-chi Sunday supplement suburbs. 
Not only is this done but mortgages 
are tax-deductible and thus Mr. 
Greenwood, Labour Housing Mini- 
ster, earns the undying gratitude of 
the middle class. 


One could go on about. the 
countryside blight of the commuters, 
the two-house family and the des- 
truction of homes by motorway 
swathe-cutting, but suffice it that the 
Conservatives have succeeded in 
creating a scarcity of houses which 
is just what they set out to do. 

* * * 

To return to the idea of fair 
rent. The idea of rent, of prices, 
of men under the domination of 
other men by political or economic 
means is iniquitous. It is impossible 
in this system to create a system of 








be discredited. 


It need NOT happen. Governments can make what laws they like— 
but enforcing them is quite a different matter. 
FORCE some 200,000 railwaymen to work normally, work overtime, 
break rules, and work on their rest days? 
troops to collect train drivers from their homes on their days off and 
take them to work under escort? The idea is ludicrous. 

Perhaps they will arraign them all before the courts and fine them? 
But how will this make the trains run? 

Obviously the Government is banking on being able to frighten the 
union leaders into calling off the action. 
hope that railwaymen will call the bluff by extending their industrial 
action until their claim is met in full. 

If there are any fines or arrests they can be answered with a General 
Strike called to remove the Industrial Relations Act from the Statute 
Book. If they don’t do that, what the hell is the trade union movement 
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| TESTING TIME 
FOR TRADE UNIONS 


AS WE GO TO PRESS there is talk of the Government using the 
Industrial Relations Act to compel railwaymen to end their ‘work- 
to-rule’ and go back to normal working for a 60-day ‘cooling-off’ period. 
If this happens and the rail unions comply with the order, then the 
Government will have won a famous victory and trade unionism will 
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Tough Talk by government 


pee CHANCELLOR of the Exchequer’s 
speech in which he attacked the rail- 
waymen unions’ decision to work-to-rule 
as ‘industrial blackmail’ took most people 
by surprise. To the newly-appointed 
Employment Secretary, Mr. Macmillan, 
the tough line adopted by Mr. Barber 
must have seemed to be calculated to 
undermine the conciliation work he had 
been attempting. 

Mr. Barber, however, was speaking 
with the approval of the Cabinet and 
one must assume that Mr. Macmillan 
knew the contents of the Chancellor’s 
speech while he was encouraging the rail- 
way unions to accept arbitration. It must 
also be noted that Mr. Macmillan had 
very quickly offered his conciliation ser- 
vices in contrast to his predecessor's 
handling of the miners’ strike. 

It does appear that the Government, 
after offerine the unions 2 wav out. are 


sectional groups seeking their -own~self- 
interest?’ 

The Government’s present tough atti- 
tude reflects the anxiety they feel that 
the public, many of whom are pressing 
for their own wage claims. might be 
sympathetic towards the railwaymen. 


GENERAL ELECTION? 


There is also speculation that the 
Government might call an early General 
Election on the issues of ‘democracy and 
industrial disruption’ and that Mr. 
Barber’s speech and that of Mr. Carr, 
on the unions not using all the nego- 
tiating machinery, are the start of a 
campaign to gain public support and 
blame union wage claims for the present 
inflation. 


The tactic of working-to-rule will bring 


very little pressure either on the Railway 
tho 
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Board—and- not hurt the public. With 
widespread action of this sort, the 
Government would be helpless, despite 
all the laws it now has on the statute 
book. 

With their ‘stand firm’ line, the 
Government is trying to con people that 
‘tackling inflation — rising prices — can 
never be a matter for Government alone’. 
The Government talks a lot about ‘get- 
ting prices under control’, but at the 
same time they are going to double rents 
with their Housing Finance Bill. While 
Mr. Barber says that the wage increase 
offered to the railwaymen is sufficient, 
his own salary was increased from £187 
to £308 a week last December. 

This Government, like all Govern- 
ments, is interested in profits. The 
policies of the Tories are lining the 
pockets of the owners of big business. 
The Stock Exchange report for the first 
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creating a scarcity of houses which 
is just what they set out to do. 

* * * 
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To return to the idea of fair 
rent. The idea of rent, of prices, 
of men under the domination of 
other men by political or economic 
means is iniquitous. It is impossible 
in this system to create a system of 
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action until their claim is met in full. | 
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Strike called to remove the Industrial Relations Act from the Statute 
Book. If they don’t do that, what the hell is the trade union movement 
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b Bee CHANCELLOR of the Exchequer’s 

speech in which he attacked the rail- 
waymen unions’ decision to work-to-rule 
as ‘industrial blackmail’ took most people 
by surprise. To the newly-appointed 
Employment Secretary, Mr. Macmillan, 
the tough line adopted by Mr. Barber 
must have seemed to be calculated to 
undermine the conciliation work he had 
been attempting. 

Mr. Barber, however, was speaking 
with the approval of the Cabinet and 
one must assume that Mr. Macmillan 
knew the contents of the Chancellor's 
speech while he was encouraging the rail- 
way unions to accept arbitration. It must 
also be noted that Mr. Macmillan had 
very quickly offered his conciliation ser- 
vices in contrast to his predecessor's 
handling of the miners’ strike. 

It does appear that the Government, 
after offering the unions a way out, are 
deliberately using the dispute to win 
public sympathy after their defeat by the 
miners. Then the cries by the Govern- 
ment that the miners were holding the 
‘country to ransom’ went unheeded be- 
cause the public were sympathetic to- 
wards the miners. 


Mr. Barber has used the same argu- 
ment as was first used when the miners 
started their strike. ‘Is our country to be 
governed by the democratically-elected 
Government on behalf of the whole 
nation, or is it to be blackmailed by 
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sectional groups seeking their own selr- 
interest?’ 

The Government's present tough atti- 
tude reflects the anxiety they feel that 
the public, many of whom are pressing 
for their own wage claims. might he 
sympathetic towards the railwaymen. 


GENERAL ELECTION? 


There is also speculation that the 
Government might call an early General 
Election on the issues of ‘democracy and 
industrial disruption’ and that Mr. 
Barber’s speech and that of Mr. Carr, 
on the unions not using all the nego- 
tiating machinery, are the start of a 
campaign to gain public support and 
blame union wage claims for the present 
inflation. 


The tactic of working-to-rule will bring 
very little pressure either on the Railway 
Board or the Government to settle. 
Although this tactic is an effective one 
in many circumstances, on the railways 
it will only frustrate and alienate those 
using the trains. The work-to-rule might 
get round the Industrial Relations Act, 
because railwaymen will only be carry- 
ing out rules made by the Board, but an 
all-out strike would probably prove less 
irritating. In considering methods of 
action, it is British Railways who must 
feel the effect of the dispute. As all three 
unions are involved, refusal by the clerks 
to take money for tickets would hit the 





Board and not hurt the public. With 
widespread action of this sort, the 
Government would be helpless. despite 
all the laws it now has on the statute 
book. 

With their ‘stand firm’ line, the 
Government is trying to con people that 
‘tackling inflation — rising prices — can 
never be a matter for Government alone’. 
The Government talks a lot about ‘get- 
ting prices under control’, but at the 
same time they are going to double rents 
with their Housing Finance Bill. While 
Mr. Barber says that the wage increase 
offered to the railwaymen is sufficient, 
his own salary was increased from £187 
to £308 a week last December. 

This Government, like all Govern- 
ments, is interested in profits. The 
policies of the Tories are lining the 
pockets of the owners of big business. 
The Stock Exchange report for the. first 
quarter of this year shows that the 
average rise in profits was 15.5 per cent 
higher than the figures for the same 
period last year. In the first quarter of 
1971 the average rise was 8.1 per cent 
above 1970. 

While Mr. Barber preaches wage re- 
straint and over a million people are 
without jobs, the employers are making 
handsome profits at the expense of the 
working class. 

When Government Ministers talk of 
the ‘national interest’, it is the self-interest 
of the employers as a class that they are 
concerned with. It is these interests that 
they want to preserve. Their so-called 
concern as the elected representatives of 
the people, for the ‘national interest’, 
illustrates the class nature of a capitalist 
society. For it is a minority class who 
own and control the raw materials and 
the productive means of a country, while 
the majority only receive a small part of 
the material wealth they have created in 
the form of wages. 

Continued on page 4 
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THE POLITICS OF RAPE by Susan 
Griffin, published by Friends of Malatesta, 
Box 72, Bidwell Station, Buffalo, N.Y. 
14222. 15 cents. 

THE PARTS ARE ALL AROUND US 
by Bob Dickens, as above, 15 cents. 

A SELECTION OF WOMEN’S 
POETRY, as above, 20 cents. 
SYNTHESIS IS OUR ONLY POSSI- 
BILITY by Bob Dickens, as above, 15 
cents. 

AN INDIAN GIRL IN THE CITY by 
Edna Manitobawabi, as above, 15 cents. 
ANARCHY AND ORGANISATION by 
Murray Bookchin and ANARCHISM, 
TERRORISM AND INDIVIDUALISM 
by Bob Dickens (all one pamphlet), as 
above, 10 cents. 


S IN THE VERY BEST and oft- 

recalled films of youth, the Americans 
come to the rescue. I have no hesitation 
in saying that this set of pamphlets are 
first class and very well produced indeed. 
The Friends of Malatesta cannot be 
accused of a narrow field of publication 
—everything is here, from Emma Gold- 
man to last week’s Women’s Lib; Mala- 
testa to Provo (Dutch, not IRA) ideas. 

Murray Bookchin is the reputed author 
of Listen Marxist, a work which, to my 
certain knowledge, was responsible for 
at least one defection from the Trots and 
the writer of a thing that can do that is 
always worthy of attention. Anarchy and 
Organisation deals with the myth that 
anarchists are neither organised nor 
organisers. This type of subject becomes 
important when libertarians are faced 
with people from religious sects like the 
SLL or Solidarity who are hot on the 
theme that the anarchists are not or- 
ganised. When, in fact, organisation does 
take place (as with ORA, ASA, the old 
SWF, the new FREEDOM initiatives, etc.), 
they then say (a) we wish you well, but 
it’s impossible to organise anarchism, or 
(b) now that you’re organised, you’re no 
longer anarchists. Heads we win, tails 
you lose. What they really mean, of 
course, is—please don’t organise; you 
might see us all into that fabled dustbin 
of history that old Lev Davidovich Bron- 
stein was always going on about. 

Bookchin tackles what he calls ‘this 
hoary myth that anarchists do not believe 
in organisation to promote revolutionary 
activity. He claims that individualism 
is an extreme variant of liberalism. 

The fundamental question is not or- 
ganisation versus non-organisation, but 
what kind of organisation? 

Huey Newton, a US Black Power 
leader, believes that anarchists believe 
that all they need do to achieve freedom 
is to ‘just express themselves individually’. 
Newton repeats the myth that the French 
CP and other left groups merely ‘lagged’ 
behind the workers and students in 1968. 
Never, never can the Marxist admit that 
the Party—far from being merely back- 
ward—is in fact actively reactionary, 
anti- working class, anti- socialist and 
usually, in the end, anti-Marxist. 

Bookchin points out that people like 
Cohn Bendit and the anarchists sought 
to give a structure to the revolutionary 
forces in France and how they urged the 
workers to (a) retain their hold on the 
factories and (b) to establish direct 
economic contacts with the peasants. The 
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THE POLITICS OF RAPE 


formation of worker/peasant alliances is, 
of course, a central canon of Marxist 
dogma—where were the Vanguards that 
time? On the barricades—the CRS bar- 
ricades. 

Voluntarism and decentralisation are 
the key to a truly revolutionary organis- 
ation. Otherwise the revolution will 
produce a robot being—‘alien to any 
society that could be remotely regarded 
as free’. 

Bob Dickens, in a short addition to the 
pamphlet, reiterates the point that anar- 
chism is not synonymous with nihilism 
or terrorism. The useful point is made 
that terrorism is often linked to the 
provocateurs. The present Italian situ- 
ation reinforces that view and, while 
we’re on the subject, just who really were 
the Angry Brigade? 

Now the cheerful—and perennial— 
subject of rape. 

Reprinted from Ramparts magazine, 
this article hopefully lunges to the heart 
of the male imperialist ego. Men, claims 
Susan Griffin, rarely discuss rape—though 
they study nearly every other form of 
male activity. Miss Griffin once dis- 
covered a man exposing himself in a 
public library and—even worse—was 
once touched up by a friend on the way 
home from school. She must forgive me 
if I suggest that she is just somewhat 
hysterical on the subject of rape. I was 
once offered intercourse by an old dear 
of 70 (she wanted only a shilling she 
said). I was once stripped naked by 15 
big strong fish girls and indecently 
grasped. I bear no psychological scars, 
and the incidents remain among me best 
party stories. 

She claims a published figure of 31,060 
tapes committed in the United States in 
1968. By some mysterious and totally 
unexplained statistical alchemy, she in- 
sists that this figure must be multiplied 
by 10 to give us the true figure. Why not 
by 100 or by 5? 

Most rape, it appears, is planned. The 
conclusion is that rape is learned. Here 
we must agree with Susan. Our society 
expects the woman to be passive—Ger- 
maine Greer in the Female Eunuch has 
amply demonstrated how young girls are 
induced to become tender flowers, replete 
with the vapours and that peculiar female 
affliction of ‘exhaustion’. 

One can’t help wondering whether our 
old female logic friend is at work when 
she attacks the idea that women—some 
women—lure men on to rape. Birds in 
hot pants, see through blouses, minis, 
kinky boots, etc., are not just wearing 
these for aesthetic reasons. The man who 
doesn’t get turned on by ye olde flashing 
thighs belongs in the Gay Lib. The re- 
pressed male of our society—wedded to 
some screeching harridan of a wife—can 
scarcely really be blamed when, faced 
with an attractive young woman, he 
blows the top and makes a grab. Miss 
Griffin could try an examination of the 
nagging, grasping, conservative (in every 
sense), totally house/child/self orientated 


female of the species. I confess that from 
what I have seen of the middle-aged US 
lady, I would, were I the husband of a 
blue-rinsed dragon, positively haunt the 
New York subway. There really wouldn’t 
be anything else for it. My wife and I 
were in St. Paul’s last year when we wit- 
nessed a little man (I’ll bet his name was 
Elmer), with a plastic hat cover, light 
coloured raincoat and blue lightweight 
suit being marched about by his very 
large, matronly, bespectacled and blue- 
rinsed mate. She did the talking, while 
this wretched human packhorse stumbled 
behind, 4 cameras (4) round his neck, a 
light meter, a travel bag and a photo- 
graphic bag. Good luck to your groping 
and flashing in the Berkeley Public 
Library, Elmer. You're a victim too. 

Miss Griffin, we’re all victims. No one 
can dispute that women are taught fear. 
Men are taught fear too. Fear the 
teacher, fear the fuzz, fear the boss. 
Capitalism practically exists on the fact 
that we’re all too shit scared to do any- 
thing about it. 

Susan Griffin has some excellent ideas, 
especially on the linked subjects of race 
and rape. One just wishes these militant 
birds would stop tarring all males with 
the same brush. My woman gets three 
meals a day and clean straw once a 
month. 

The rather twisted logic of parts of the 
pamphlet irks. ‘Rape is used to deny 
women employment’, she says, and cites 
the Berkeley Public Library as refusing 
to allow women to work as shelvers in 
case they are raped. Since she herself 
cited a public library as a hangout for 
perverts, it would seem more reasonable 
to assume that the library was merely 
trying to be considerate . . . unless she 
wants female shelvers to be raped. Men 
are engaged in raping, not only women, 
but Vietnam and the Blacks. The harsh 
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Freedom Bookshop 


SINCE I TOOK OVER responsibility 
for FREEDOM’s Bookshop, just a 
year ago, I have tried to expand and 
develop it, intensively, into the field of 
anarchism; there is much scope; new 
books and reprints of classics are ap- 
pearing all the time, small anarchist 
presses are springing up everywhere, 
especially in the USA and here. 

The Bookshop stock has been built up 
considerably, so that it is now, I hope/ 
feel, a bookshop worth the effort of 
finding if you happen to be in London. 
One major difficulty is at present that, 
though the mail order side of our work 
is on a moderate scale, very few people 
seem to find their way into the bookshop 
to see what’s here, what’s new, what 
perhaps their local/college anarchist 
bookstall (I hope you have one!) could 
usefully stock—and obtain from us. 
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with people from religious sects like the 


SLL or Solidarity who are hot on the 


theme that the anarchists are not or- 
ganised. When, in fact, organisation does 
take place (as with ORA, ASA, the old 
SWF, the new FREEDOM initiatives, etc.), 
they then say (a) we wish you well, but 
it’s impossible to organise anarchism, or 
(b) now that you’re organised, you’re no 
longer anarchists. Heads we win, tails 
you lose. What they really mean, of 
course, is—please don’t organise; you 
might see us all into that fabled dustbin 
of history that old Lev Davidovich Bron- 
stein was always going on about. 

Bookchin tackles what he calls ‘this 
hoary myth that anarchists do not believe 
in organisation to promote revolutionary 
activity. He claims that individualism 
is an extreme variant of liberalism. 

The fundamental question is not or- 
ganisation versus non-organisation, but 
what kind of organisation? 

Huey Newton, a US Black Power 
leader, believes that anarchists believe 
that all they need do to achieve freedom 
is to ‘just express themselves individually’. 
Newton repeats the myth that the French 
CP and other left groups merely ‘lagged’ 
behind the workers and students in 1968. 
Never, never can the Marxist admit that 
the Party—far from being merely back- 
ward—is in fact actively reactionary, 
anti- working class, anti- socialist and 
usually, in the end, anti-Marxist. 

Bookchin points out that people like 
Cohn Bendit and the anarchists sought 
to give a structure to the revolutionary 
forces in France and how they urged the 
workers to (a) retain their hold on the 
factories and (b) to establish direct 
economic contacts with the peasants. The 


if I suggest that she is just somewhat 
hysterical on the subject of rape. I was 
once offered intercourse by an old dear 
of 70 (she wanted only a shilling she 
said). I was once stripped naked by 15 
big strong fish girls and indecently 
grasped. I bear no psychological scars, 
and the incidents remain among me best 
party stories. 

She claims a published figure of 31,060 
rapes committed in the United States in 
1968. By some mysterious and totally 
unexplained statistical alchemy, she in- 
sists that this figure must be multiplied 
by 10 to give us the true figure. Why not 
by 100 or by 5? 

Most rape, it appears, is planned. The 
conclusion is that rape is learned. Here 
we must agree with Susan. Our society 
expects the woman to be passive—Ger- 
maine Greer in the Female Eunuch has 
amply demonstrated how young girls are 
induced to become tender flowers, replete 
with the vapours and that peculiar female 
affliction of ‘exhaustion’. 

One can’t help wondering whether our 
old female logic friend is at work when 
she attacks the idea that women—some 
women—lure men on to rape. Birds in 
hot pants, see through blouses, minis, 
kinky boots, etc., are not just wearing 
these for aesthetic reasons. The man who 
doesn’t get turned on by ye olde flashing 
thighs belongs in the Gay Lib. The re- 
pressed male of our society—wedded to 
some screeching harridan of a wife—can 
scarcely really be blamed when, faced 
with an attractive young woman, he 
blows the top and makes a grab. Miss 
Griffin could try an examination of the 
nagging, grasping, conservative (in every 
sense), totally house/child/self orientated 


Anarchist ‘Eye’ 


INSIDE STORY, No. 1, published 
monthly from 3 Belmont Road, London, 
S.W.4. 


os beautifully produced magazine is 
a sort of anarchist Private Eye. It 
deals with topics which the press will not 
handle, or will only distort if it does. 
It leads off with a horrifying picture of 
Mrs. Groves after being blinded by a 
rubber bullet fired into her face by a 
British parachutist. Then comes an 
analysis of the way the British papers 
have bowed to the wishes of the army, 
and misrepresented the situation in Ulster. 
Sometimes this misrepresentation is done 
with remarkable subtlety, in order to 
present the picture of impartial fairness. 
There is a facsimile of the inner pages 
of the Daily Mirror, in which this is 
done with some skill. Underneath is 
the comment: ‘ “Balanced” coverage: if 
the IRA had shot down 13 unarmed 
men would the Mirror have asked who 
was to blame?’ Indeed, the cover of 
the magazine shows a convivial scene, 
drawn rather in the style of Heath 
Robinson, of journalists drinking happily 
in the Belfast Europa Hotel, and tele- 
phoning communiques, which the army 
has communicated to them, to their 
newspapers. Outside in the street there 
js violence and murder, but they are 
not even looking out of the window. 
There is also an article on soldiers 
who are going ‘absent’ or deserting 
outright, disgusted by the military life to 
which they had committed themselves 


in extreme youth, and revolted by ex- 
perience of the Ulster situation. From 
Northern Ireland and its consequences 
we move to the Common Market, a 
long-term catastrophe, which may prove 
in the end to be even more destructive 
to this country. Then we come to the 
situation in the schools, where children 
and young people are being persecuted 
and harassed. Finally there is a so- 
called Satire Section, which is one of 
the weakest parts of the paper in my 
opinion. It consists of a series of 
gossipy paragraphs about the personalities 
involved in producing the other ‘altern- 
ative’ or ‘underground’ papers. I know 
that Ink, Private Eye, Frendz and others 
have indulged in this sort of in-fighting, 
but since the wrongs are all of a very 
trivial kind, and everyone is vulnerable 
to this sort of criticism,.who can say 
he has never been biased, hypocritical 
or cowardly? It seems to me it would 
be better to leave these sort of things 
alone. I must say I have enjoyed all 
the ‘alternative’ press (except when they 
indulge in the vile practice of over- 
printing!). No doubt all these papers 
have their faults, but I feel that all 
of them are to some extent ‘on my 
side’, while the conventional press, even 
the Guardian and the quality Sunday 
papers, represent ‘the enemy’. 
However, even so I believe that Inside 
Story is an excellent publication, and 
I hope that it will continue and be a 
success. It certainly deserves to be. 
JOHN BRENT. 


month. 

The rather twisted logic of parts of the 
pamphlet irks. ‘Rape is used to deny 
women employment’, she says, and cites 
the Berkeley Public Library as refusing 
to allow women to work as shelvers in 
case they are raped. Since she herself 
cited a public library as a hangout for 
perverts, it would seem more reasonable 
to assume that the library was merely 
trying to be considerate . . . unless she 
wants female shelvers to be raped. Men 
are engaged in raping, not only women, 
but Vietnam and the Blacks. The harsh 
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Freedom Bookshop 


Since I TOOK OVER responsibility 
for FREEDOM’s Bookshop, just a 
year ago, I have tried to expand and 
develop it, intensively, into the field of 
anarchism; there is much scope; new 
books and reprints of classics are ap- 
pearing all the time, small anarchist 
presses are springing up everywhere, 
especially in the USA and here. 

The Bookshop stock has been built up 
considerably, so that it is now, I hope/ 
feel, a bookshop worth the effort of 
finding if you happen to be in London. 
One major difficulty is at present that, 
though the mail order side of our work 
is on a moderate scale, very few people 
seem to find their way into the bookshop 
to see what’s here, what’s new, what 
perhaps their local/college anarchist 
bookstall (I hope you have one!) could 
usefully stock—and obtain from us. 

This is a great pity, to say the least, 
it means that the only titles that sell 
at all quickly are either those ad- 
vertised in FREEDOM, in our various 
lists, or classics and other important 
works, that people ‘just assume’ we 
would have. It is not possible to 
advertise everything in this way, and 
it is obviously difficult to get a real 
idea of the worth or relevance to you 
of a particular book just from a listing, 
unless you happen to know it. 
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Night Assemblies 


ARK WOODNUTT, MP for the Isle 
of Wight, is one of the most out- 
spoken opponents of pop festivals. While 
flying over the last event in the Isle of 
Wight (in his private airplane) he saw, 
according to his subsequent report to 
Parliament, thousands flagrantly breaking 
the law by smoking cannabis sativa and 
public acts of ‘fornication’, He also 
spoke of the affront to natural beauty. 
Mr. Woodnutt is now engaged in an 
attempt to ruin the natural beauty of the 
village of Bembridge (on the River Yar). 
He is a director of Yarland Properties 
which wants to build 121 houses on a 
riverside site of more than nine acres. 
These houses are described by local 
opponents of the housing scheme as 
‘town houses’ which apart from fetching 
£10,000 each and handsomely enriching 
Mr. Woodnutt and his fellow directors 
(including Major Charles Selwyn, chair- 
man of the County Council—of which 
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female of the species. I confess that from 
what I have seen of the middle-aged US 
lady, I would, were I the husband of a 
blue-rinsed dragon, positively haunt the 
New York subway. There really wouldn’t 
be anything else for it. My wife and J 
were in St. Paul’s last year when we wit- 
nessed a little man (I'll bet his name was 
Elmer), with a plastic hat cover, light 
coloured raincoat and blue lightweight 
suit being marched about by his very 
large, matronly, bespectacled and blue- 
rinsed mate. She did the talking, while 
this wretched human packhorse stumbled 
behind, 4 cameras (4) round his neck, a 
light meter, a travel bag and a photo- 
graphic bag. Good luck to your groping 
and flashing in the Berkeley Public 
Library, Elmer. You're a victim too. 

Miss Griffin, we’re all victims. No one 
can dispute that women are taught fear. 
Men are taught fear too. Fear the 
teacher, fear the fuzz, fear the boss. 
Capitalism practically exists on the fact 
that we’re all too shit scared to do any- 
thing about it. 

Susan Griffin has some excellent ideas, 
especially on the linked subjects of race 
and rape. One just wishes these militant 
birds would stop tarring all males with 
the same brush. My woman gets three 
meals a day and clean straw once a 
month. 

The rather twisted logic of parts of the 
pamphlet irks. ‘Rape is used to deny 
women employment’, she says, and cites 
the Berkeley Public Library as refusing 
to allow women to work as shelvers in 
case they are raped. Since she herself 
cited a public library as a hangout for 
perverts, it would seem more reasonable 
to assume that the library was merely 
trying to be considerate . . . unless she 
wants female shelvers to be raped. Men 
are engaged in raping, not only women, 
but Vietnam and the Blacks. The harsh 


fact that women are, generally, far more 
inclined than men to support the Powells 
and the Goldwaters of this world would 
doubtless bounce off Susan Griffin like 
rape off a duck’s back. 

Bob Dickens claims there is a need to 
talk of ‘transcendence’. He wants to talk 
of free creative acts of persons and asks 


‘the question, ‘Is it possible for there to 


be revolutionary, new life styles?’ Bob 
avoids what he calls the ‘grand outline’. 

He quotes Berdyaev. ‘Every great revo- 
lution makes the claim that it creates the 
new man. ... A new society after the 
Revolution is as a matter of fact created, 
whereas the new man does not make his 
appearance. . . . All revolutions have 
been ruined in a certain sense by the 
old Adam, who appears in a new dress 
at the end of the revolution.’ 

European thought fails to meet nature’s 
reality. Thoreau proclaimed that ‘In the 
wilderness is the preservation of the 
world’. In our age, as places like the 
Lake District clog with cars and hotels 
sprout in the Cairngorms, we might say 
that on the world depends the preser- 
vation of wilderness. It is to the wilder- 
ness that urban man goes for replenish- 
ment—a quick sniff of the Peak District 
courtesy of British Leyland and then back 
to British Leyland. 

Dickens goes for the tribal/communal 
system. ‘The tribal-communal way of life, 
devoid of economic competition, views 
land as the most vital part of man’s 
existence . . . it provides a centre of the 
universe for the group that lives on it.’ 
This feeling of oneness with nature is 
impossible for the city dweller. 

Yet, cities have communal features— 
can we then create tribal/communal/ 
natural spaces in and as cities? Such 
tribes as do exist in cities have no land. 

Organic architecture—the theory of 
Frank Loyd Wright—is one way to 
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humanise the urban environment. This 
kind of planning—for human need—must 
‘clash with profit. 

In a system devoid of love and har- 
mony, to act from love and harmony is 
to be a revolutionary. Right on. 

In his Synthesis, a sequel to the above, 
Bob Dickens shows that passivity is the 
condition most desired by the oppressor. 
An oppressive order cannot tolerate the 
question ‘Why?’. Tribal/communal con- 
sciousness will thrive on that question. 
Communal support will rescue the rebel 
from the void of fear. Just how many 
of us would be prepared to finance some- 
one to organise strikes, for example? 

‘In a women’s world of men/who like 
us free to give in bed and everywhere/ 
we are, some of us, dying/and some of 
us... playing life/I do not mean to 
glorify your martyr terms/but rather to 
quietly and in a woman’s way/tell you 
that this is just about the last time/that I 
will say this in quite this way/from now 
on you will either be with me or you 
will be without me.’ 


Long way to say she’s going back to 
mother. Seriously, some of the poems in 
this attractive volume are very beautiful 
indeed. I especially like the work of 
Diane Schaich, and the simple illus- 
trations of the book do justice to the 
poems. 


Edna Manitobawabi is a Red Indian, 
born on a poor tribal reservation and 
given by White Amerika an authoritarian 
Catholic education, the rules at school 
including punishment for speaking Indian. 
Rather in the manner by which Scots 
speech and accent is destroyed to this 
day. The strains set up by the school, 
by separation from parents and from the 
dirt jobs dished out by the White 
Establishment, landed her in a mental 
hospital and well nigh in Skid Row. 
She got out, resisted. One despairs of 
even thinking about the racial and cul- 
tural minorities who just gave in. 


JAN S. SUTHERLAND. 


(All these are obtainable from Freedom 
Bookshop.) 





Freedom Bookshop 


Gince I TOOK OVER responsibility 
for FREEDOM’s Bookshop, just a 
year ago, I have tried to expand and 
develop it, intensively, into the field of 
anarchism; there is much scope; new 
books and reprints of classics are ap- 
pearing all the time, small anarchist 
presses are springing up everywhere, 
especially in the USA and here. 


The Bookshop stock has been built up 
considerably, so that it is now, I hope/ 
feel, a bookshop worth the effort of 
finding if you happen to be in London. 
One major difficulty is at present that, 
though the mail order side of our work 
is on a moderate scale, very few people 
seem to find their way into the bookshop 
to see what’s here, what’s new, what 
perhaps their local/college anarchist 
bookstall (I hope you have > one!) could 
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SO LET’S SEE YOU—just to browse 
—to buy of course—to scout out for 
your local or college group—or your 
factory gate. Obviously there are prob- 
lems of credit that we experience from 
time to time, with groups rotating con- 
tacts and addresses and other inevitable 
difficulties of that nature; so why not, 
especially if you work with a group, 
open a credit account with us, whereby 
you deposit a sum of money with us 


in return for a credit note, redeemable 
as titles you want appear, or are needed 
(i.e. as you sell out of a particular title). 
But let’s see more of you anyway. 
Remember our opening times are:— 


BOOKSHOP 


Open Afternoons 

Tuesday to Friday 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Open Evenings 

Thursday close at 8.30 p.m. 
Weekends 

Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


Jim Huccon, 
Freedom Bookshop. 
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month. 

The rather twisted logic of parts of the 
pamphlet irks. ‘Rape is used to deny 
women employment’, she says, and cites 
the Berkeley Public Library as refusing 
to allow women to work as shelvers in 
case they are raped. Since she herself 
cited a public library as a hangout for 
perverts, it would seem more reasonable 
to assume that the library was merely 
trying to be considerate . . . unless she 
wants female shelvers to be raped. Men 
are engaged in raping, not only women, 
but Vietnam and the Blacks. The harsh 


Dickens goes for the tribal/communal 
system. ‘The tribal-communal way of life, 
devoid of economic competition, views 
land as the most vital part of man’s 
existence . . . it provides a centre of the 
universe for the group that lives on it.’ 
This feeling of oneness with nature is 
impossible for the city dweller. 

Yet, cities have communal features— 
can we then create tribal/communal/ 
natural spaces in and as cities? Such 
tribes as do exist in cities have no land. 

Organic architecture—the theory of 
Frank Loyd Wright—is one way to 
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speech and accent is destroyed to this 
day. The strains set up by the school, 
by separation from parents and from the 
dirt jobs dished out by the White 
Establishment, landed her in a mental 
hospital and well nigh in Skid Row. 
She got out, resisted. One despairs of 
even thinking about the racial and cul- 
tural minorities who just gave in. 


TAN S. SUTHERLAND. 


(All these are obtainable from Freedom 
Bookshop.) 
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Freedom Bookshop 


Since I TOOK OVER responsibility 
for FREEDOM’s Bookshop, just a 
year ago, I have tried to expand and 
develop it, intensively, into the field of 
anarchism; there is much scope; new 
books and reprints of classics are ap- 
pearing all the time, small anarchist 
presses are springing up everywhere, 
especially in the USA and here. 

The Bookshop stock has been built up 
considerably, so that it is now, I hope/ 
feel, a bookshop worth the effort of 
finding if you happen to be in London. 
One major difficulty is at present that, 
though the mail order side of our work 
is on a moderate scale, very few people 
seem to find their way into the bookshop 
to see what’s here, what’s new, what 
perhaps their local/college anarchist 
bookstall (I hope you have one!) could 
usefully stock—and obtain from us. 

This is a great pity, to say the least, 
it means that the only titles that sell 
at all quickly are either those ad- 
vertised in FREEDOM, in our various 
lists, or classics and other important 
works, that people ‘just assume’ we 
would have. It is not possible to 
advertise everything in this way, and 
it is obviously difficult to get a real 
idea of the worth or relevance to you 
of a particular book just from a listing, 
unless you happen to know it. 





SO LET’S SEE YOU—just to browse 
—to buy of course—to scout out for 
your local or college group—or your 
factory gate. Obviously there are prob- 
lems of credit that we experience from 
time to time, with groups rotating con- 
tacts and addresses and other inevitable 
difficulties of that nature; so why not, 
especially if you work with a group, 
open a credit account with us, whereby 
you deposit a sum of money with us 
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in return for a credit note, redeemable 
as titles you want appear, or are needed 
(i.e. as you sell out of a particular title). 
But let’s see more of you anyway. 
Remember our opening times are:— 


BOOKSHOP 


Open Afternoons 

Tuesday to Friday 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Open Evenings 

Thursday close at 8.30 p.m. 
W eekends 

Saturday 10 am. to 4 p.m. 


Jim Huccon, 
Freedom Bookshop. 
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Night Assemblies 


ARK WOODNUTT, MP for the Isle 
of Wight, is one of the most out- 
spoken opponents of pop festivals. While 
flying over the last event in the Isle of 
Wight (in his private airplane) he saw, 
according to his subsequent report to 
Parliament, thousands flagrantly breaking 
the law by smoking cannabis sativa and 
public acts of ‘fornication’. He also 
spoke of the affront to natural beauty. 
Mr. Woodnutt is now engaged in an 
attempt to ruin the natural beauty of the 
village of Bembridge (on the River Yar). 
He is a director of Yarland Properties 
which wants to build 121 houses on a 
riverside site of more than nine acres. 
These houses are described by local 
opponents of the housing scheme as 
‘town houses’ which apart from fetching 
£10,000 each and handsomely enriching 
Mr. Woodnutt and his fellow directors 
(including Major Charles Selwyn, chair- 
man of the County Council—of which 


Woodnutt is also a member) would ruin 
the village’s beauty. The~ nine acres, 
hitherto, have been classified as ‘white 
land’, because of its ‘natural scenic 
beauty’. The Plans sub-committee of the 
County Council have recommended re- 
jection of Woodnutt & Co.’s plans and 
the honourable member now, somewhat 


bitterly, speaks of appealing to the 
Minister. 
Meanwhile, preparations for public 


defiance of the Night Assemblies Bill and 
the great festival at Windsor Great Park 
in August are making rapid progress. 
The petition tally is now 20,000. Our 
next meeting, scheduled for 40E Holland 
Road, W.14, on Wednesday, May 3, at 
7.30 p.m., will almost certainly be actu- 
ally held in Holland Park, two minutes 
walk away, because of the great numbers 
of people who have indicated their 
intention to travel from all over the 
country for the event. 


This meeting will now be a miniature 
of the festival in Windsor Great Park. 
We will be asking nobody’s permission. 
Recently, because of the wealthy people 
living in the area adjoining Holland 
Park, there has been harassment of all 
the ‘underprivileged’ — from down-and- 
outs to freaks—who also patronise the 
park. Anybody playing a guitar or other 
musical instrument in the park has been 
removed or charged with an offence. A 
talented musician has written music and 
verse for the August festival and this will 
receive its first public performance in 
Holland Park on May 3. See you there. 


BILL DWYER. 


POLE Ee 
Two articles from FREE- 
poM: The relevance of 
Anarchism today and An- 
archism and Nationalism. 
Available from Freedom 
Bookshop for 30p a hun- 
dred including postage. 
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— TRIAL of the eight people 
accused of belonging to the Angry 
Brigade is now expected to begin at 
the Old Bailey on June 6. In the 
meantime the Defence Committee based 
on the Compendium Bookshop has pro- 
duced a third issue of Conspiracy Notes 
{the first two issues were reported here 
on January 22 and March 4). Nothing 
much has happened since the last issue, 
and this one consists mainly of personal 
notes on the eight—who emerge typically 
as working-class people with good edu- 
cation who have dropped out of the 
system at or soon after university (the 
information about Stuart Christie is for 
some reason inadequate and inaccurate) 
—and of propaganda material arguing 
that the whole revolutionary movement 
of the left should identify itself with 
the Stoke Newington Hight: 
A few people run this society: the 
courts, the factories, the Government, 
the stores, the Police. Right now 
they control our lives. These people 
have a lot of ways for keeping us 
down. One of the main ones is called 
‘Divide and Rule’. They want to make 
us believe that one person’s or group’s 
fight is entirely SEPARATE from 
another’s. We know that isn’t true... 
This pamphlet is about the Stoke 
Newington 8. They are brothers and 
sisters committed to the same fight 
as you. Right now they’re facing 
very heavy charges. The people on 
trial are no different from anybody else 
involved in a struggle for their rights 
against a repressive society. The 8 
defendants are facing repression in the 
courts—but repression is everywhere 
in this society: in the factories where 
we are forced to work to make 
others rich, in the Social Security 





office when we can’t work, on the 
picket lines when we won’t work any 
more. 


When some of us lose in the courts 
or in a strike we all lose. When some 
of us win anywhere, we all win... . 
Brothers and sisters, don’t let the bosses 
and judges keep us apart... . 

The people who destroyed Carr's 
mansion are NOT a conspiracy; to 
say this would be to deny that they 
are a part of a much wider move- 
ment of people trying to control 
their own lives; people grouped to- 
gether to occupy a factory or stand 
on a picket; people coming out together 
in Claimants’ Unions, Gay Liberation, 
Women’s Liberation—expressing love 
and solidarity through living together, 
resisting together, writing their own 
history. The people who are the Angry 
Brigade are part of a movement every 
time they run, laugh or fuck together. 
They are part of the Revolution and 
they’re sensitive to the needs and desires 
of the people. On January 12th 1971 
ONE MILLION people destroyed 
Carr’s house; the people he’d thrown 
out of work, the people whose lives 
he was threatening with his Bill. 


To be part of the movement is to 
know how to counteract in a hundred 
different ways the attacks of the ruling 
class. On Jan. 12th we had a one-day 
strike; we went on huge and joyous 
marches all over the country; we 


Annual Anties 


{NCE AGAIN the country is witnessing 

the annual antics of Sidney Greene’s 
Benevolent Society. The railway unions 
are about, once again, to prove how 
fruitless it is to attempt to make any 
achievements within the capitalist society. 
Since the death of ‘Bill’ Campbell, who 
was a member of the Communist Party, 
Sir Sidney Greene, CBE, has changed 
the policy of the National Union of 
Railwaymen (NUR) towards wage ne- 
gotiations. Instead of following a militant 
line the NUR has preferred to follow 
the path of annual brinkmanship. 


To understand this point one must 
remember the past few years but as 
this event is like past years I intend to 
look at this pay claim in detail. This 
pay claim arose from an Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) decision. The decision 
was for a substantial increase in wages. 
The three railway unions met and the 
claim: was lodged with the BRB. The 
claim was made in September but the 
AGM meets in July. The time-lag is 
very important to the strategy of the 
NUR for a claim in too early would 
allow motions to appear on the following 
year’s AGM, but a too late claim would 
mean that the conclusion would not 
be dealt with by the less militant AGM 
but the more militant Executive Com- 
mittee (NEC) of the NUR. 

Fortunately the planned line of events 


WORKERS’ CONTROL 


To conclude on the pay claim. The 
work-to-rule, though it will be dis- 
ruptionary, will not prevent the Govern- 
ment Bureaucracy from functioning. 
Therefore to achieve this aim a strike 
will be inevitable. The idea of a national 
railway strike from May 1 seems justi- 
fiable for the present award terminates 
then. But further to this, let the whole 
of the trade union and labour movements 
join in. Using the railway dispute as 
the excuse but in fact as the beginning 
of a ‘general’ strike against the ‘unfair’ 
decision of the Industrial Relations Court 
to fine the Transport Workers, on a 
technical point of law, the sum of 
£5,000. In fact let’s strike not only 
to defeat this Government but to bring 
the capitalist system to an end. Why 
bring this Government down? The situ- 
ation which now exists is that one side 
has to smash the other. 


If the Government succeeds in smash- 
ing the trade union movement through 
the Industrial Relations Act, then the 
Labour Party will go down with the 
trade unions. This will in effect put 
the working classes back to about 1900. 
This means the working classes will have 
to start from square one and it will 
take at least twenty years to build up 
the negotiating power which they now 
possess and must be prepared to use. 


Again Scotland has shown the way 
(UCS), for the time has also arrived 
for the workers to declare their em- 


ployers redundant, and to take over 
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ANGRY BRIGADE 


planned strategies for the future; and 
we bombed Robert Carr... . 
Brothers and sisters; it’s up to our 
movement to shove OUR reality down 
their throats—ALL POWER TO THE 
PEOPLE. 
It must be said that this is not a 
convincing line of argument—for a start, 
it needs to be consecutively argued, 
rather than just repetitively asserted— 
and it will certainly not be accepted by 
many people who belong to the revo- 
lutionary left. It can surely be argued 
much more realistically that the Angry 
Brigade, far from representing (let alone 
somehow being) the movement, has 
actually alienated itself from the move- 
ment by its methods, and has indeed 
injured the movement by opening it up 
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ORA Conference Report 


NARCHIST CONFERENCES are 

usually thought of in the movement 
as being something to avoid or resign 
yourself to. In fact this one (York, 
April 8-9) was not only worthwhile and 
effective, but even managed to be free 
of the usual AFB conference personality 
hassles and shouting-matches. 


As York University authorities had set 
impossible conditions for their holding 
the conference, most of the sessions were 
held in a pub (point to note for future 
conference secretaries). A full report of 
the conference is available from ORA 
Contact Secretary (104 Bishopthorpe, 
York) so I will mostly deal with the 
decisions taken. 


Groups reported on their activities 
locally. The first one, from Lancaster 
University, described the occupation and 
strike last term over the dismissal of a 
CP lecturer for political bias. The fight is 
continuing next term and help and soli- 
darity will be needed. Apart from stu- 
dents most people seemed to be involved 
in Tenants’ Associations, Claimants’ 
Unions and producing papers and pam- 
phlets on a variety of things—Valpreda, 
miners’ strike, OAPs, etc. There seemed 
to be an increase in actual ORA groups 
but most comrades were in general 
anarchist groups and were co-operating 
with other local libertarians. 

A re-distribution of delegates’ functions 
took place to further decentralise every- 
thing to avoid any kind of power base. 
The Newsletter will be produced in 
London, pamphlets in Glasgow, the forth- 
coming newspaper in Leeds and the Con- 
tact and Internal Bulletin Secretary in 
York. 

A report was given by two French 
ORA delegates on their set-up and the 
general political situation in France. 
There were also two delegates from the 
Anarchist-Syndicalist Alliance and con- 
ference voted unanimously to co-operate 
with ASA at local level and to sell each 
other’s pamphlets and papers. It was 
also agreed that as many ORA members 
as possible would go to the forthcoming 
ASA conference in Manchester. Further 
co-operation with libertarians was agreed 
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Annual Antics 


NCE AGAIN the country is witnessing 
the annual antics of Sidney Greene’s 
Benevolent Society. The railway unions 
are about, once again, to prove how 
fruitless it is to attempt to make any 
achievements within the capitalist society. 
Since the death of ‘Bill’ Campbell, who 
was a member of the Communist Party, 
Sir Sidney Greene, CBE, has changed 
the policy of the National Union of 
Railwaymen (NUR) towards wage ne- 
gotiations. Instead of following a militant 
line the NUR has preferred to follow 
the path of annual brinkmanship. 


To understand this point one must 
remember the past few years but as 
this event is like past years I intend to 
look at this pay claim in detail. This 
pay claim arose from an Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) decision. The decision 
was for a substantial increase in wages. 
The three railway unions met and the 
claim was lodged with the BRB. The 
claim was made in September but the 
AGM meets in July. The time-lag is 
very important to the strategy of the 
NUR for a claim in too early would 
allow motions to appear on the following 
year’s AGM, but a too late claim would 
mean that the conclusion would not 
be dealt with by the less militant AGM 
but the more militant Executive Com- 
mittee (NEC) of the NUR. 

Fortunately the planned line of events 
has gone wrong. For the more militant 
ASLE&F went through their ritual of 
four for strike action and five for official 
work-to-rule and overtime ban. This 
may or may not have been prompted 
by the spreading of unofficial action 
by train drivers on the Southern and 
Eastern Regions. My own view is that 
the ASLE&F is not economically viable 
and the work-to-rule was the easy way 
out. 

The unprecedented step was taken by 
the Transport Salaried Staffs Association 
(TSSA), the last of the railway unions. 
It was at a meeting between the three 
railway unions that the ASLE&F de- 
clared their intent to work-to-rule as 
from Sunday night/Monday morning, 
of April 16/17. The NUR were going 
to declare their action as and from 
May 1 when the existing pay deal runs 
out. But TSSA upset the proposed 
action by coming out in favour with 
the ASLE&F idea for a work-to-rule. 
This left the NUR with no choice but 
to come in as well. 

So with the country on the verge of a 
work-to-rule, it will be interesting to 
see how fast the new Secretary of 
State for Unemployment will attempt to 
conciliate in this dispute. But, as the 
coalminers have shown, with solidarity 
the sky is the limit! The coalminers, 
many of whom feel that they have 
won a great victory, have yet to realise 
that they are, in real terms, no better 
off. In fact they have achieved nothing 
but it will take them a year and a half 
to two years to realise that. When they 
do, then the fun and games should start. 
Railwaymen should already know this 
for they go through this farce every 
year. 


WORKERS’ CONTROL 


To conclude on the pay claim. The 
work-to-rule, though it will be dis- 
ruptionary, will not prevent the Govern- 
ment Bureaucracy from functioning. 
Therefore to achieve this aim a strike 
will be inevitable. The idea of a national 
railway strike from May 1 seems justi- 
fiable for the present award terminates 
then. But further to this, let the whole 
of the trade union and labour movements 
join in. Using the railway dispute as 
the excuse but in fact as the beginning 
of a ‘general’ strike against the ‘unfair’ 
decision of the Industrial Relations Court 
to fine the Transport Workers, on a 
technical point of law, the sum of 
£5,000. Infact let’s strike not only 
to defeat this Government but to bring 
the capitalist system to an end. Why 
bring this Government down? The situ- 
ation which now exists is that one side 
has to smash the other. 


If the Government succeeds in smash- 
ing the trade union movement through 
the Industrial Relations Act, then the 
Labour Party will go down with the 
trade unions. This will in effect put 
the working classes back to about 1900. 
This means the working classes will have 
to start from square one and it will 
take at least twenty years to build up 
the negotiating power which they now 
possess and must be prepared to use. 


Again Scotland has shown the way 
(UCS), for the time has also arrived 
for the workers to declare their em- 
ployers redundant, and to take over 
their industries, to institute workers’ con- 
trol and the control of the means of 
production, distribution and exchange. 
For it is only when the workers take 
this action that they will achieve real im- 
provements in working conditions. Soon 
it will show that unions in their present 
form will become unnecessary for the 
decision-making will be taken at the 
‘grass-roots’ and the full-time trade union 
officials will be looking for employment. 
It cannot be stressed enough that some 
trade union leaders do not want to 
change society, for that last reason, for 
they are contented even if their members 
are not. 


P. T. Goopy. 
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conference secretaries). A full report of 
the conference is available from ORA 
Contact Secretary (104 Bishopthorpe, 
York) so I will mostly deal with the 
decisions taken. 


Groups reported on their activities 
locally. The first one, from Lancaster 
University, described the occupation and 
strike last term over the dismissal of a 
CP lecturer for political bias. The fight is 
continuing next term and help and soli- 
darity will be needed. Apart from stu- 
dents most people seemed to be involved 
in Tenants’ Associations, Claimants’ 
Unions and producing papers and pam- 
phlets on a variety of things—Valpreda, 
miners’ strike, OAPs, etc. There seemed 
to be an increase in actual ORA groups 
but most comrades were in general 
anarchist groups and were co-operating 
with other local libertarians. 

A re-distribution of delegates’ functions 
took place to further decentralise every- 
thing to avoid any kind of power base. 
The Newsletter will be produced in 
London, pamphlets in Glasgow, the forth- 
coming newspaper in Leeds and the Con- 
tact and Internal Bulletin Secretary in 
York. 

A report was given by two French 
ORA delegates on their set-up and the 
general political situation in France. 
There were also two delegates from the 
Anarchist-Syndicalist Alliance and con- 
ference voted unanimously to co-operate 
with ASA at local level and to sell each 
other’s pamphlets and papers. It was 
also agreed that as many ORA members 
as possible would go to the forthcoming 
ASA conference in Manchester. Further 
co-operation with libertarians was agreed 
upon with the decision to help in setting 
up a Libertarian Alliance. 

Conference accepted with a few alter- 


_ations the reports of the three workshops 


who were re-drafting the Aims and 
Principles (which should be available 
next week), discussing the production of 
a monthly newspaper and producing a 
one-off student paper for next year’s first- 
year students. 

A newspaper collective was elected 
subject to instant recall, which would be 
based in Leeds. The paper itself (as yet 
without a name) would be put together 
by them from material sent in from 
other comrades, but would be actually 
produced by local groups in turn. A 


conference and one 
myths that anarchist 
organising and that t 
you have to have leas 


How Fé 
is Reni 


Ca 
fair rents. Need 
standard—controlin 
of accommodatioz 
ment really determ 
housing racket wo} 
matter as a milita 
build, as they did i 
cities for occupatic 
Tories, with their 
are never likely t 
are the Labour 
parish-pump outh 
maintained during 
office. 

There is hope 
operatives (see Am 
the union idea o 
guilds as pioneerei 
(Whatever happen 
ultimately, as the s 
until they went ‘leg 
is the only perma 

As Kropotkin s 
quest of Bread, or 
housing, ‘We are 
that if only ther 
government inter 
matter, if all the 
trusted to those f 
have sprung up | 
work, the evictions 
be less numerous 
take place in oné 
present system, ow 
of Jandlords.’ 

J 





Glaimants—Unite ! 


IHE NATIONAL FEDERATION of 
Claimants’ Unions at their recent 
quarterly conference at the Albany, 
Deptford, agreed on a national campaign 
for a Guaranteed Adequate Income. 
Claimants’ Unions want £10 per person, 
per household, the guaranteed income 
being applicable to both adults and 
children. Additional to this they are 
demanding that rents, gas, and electricity 
are provided free by the State. 

‘We want a tenner each now, geared 
to the cost of living, so when that goes 
up so does our GAI,’ said the paper 
circulated at the conference, and it goes 
on: ‘Children should receive as much 
per week as adults because their needs 
are different but just as expensive. And 


we have grown too used to the idea that 
families with young children live in a 
state of poverty, scrimping and saving 
whether the parents are employed or not. 
The GAI will challenge the dependence 
of women and children on men. It will 
also challenge our position as a source 
of cheap labour and therefore it will 
challenge the system as a whole.’ 
Suggestions have been put forward for 
national days of action, involving a 
variety of militant tactics. Coupled with 
militant tactics will be exposure of the 
ludicrous discrepancies within the DHSS, 
such as the following. On the sliding 
scale of benefit payable for children from 
one to 15, the rate ranges from £1.70 to 
£3. Compare this with the cost of non- 
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child in care, at £20, 
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planned strategies for the future; and 
we bombed Robert Carr... . 
Brothers and sisters; it’s up to our 
movement to shove OUR reality down 
their throatti—ALL POWER TO THE 
PEOPLE. 
It must be said that this is not a 
convincing line of argument—for a start, 
it needs to be consecutively argued, 
rather than just repetitively asserted— 
and it will certainly not be accepted by 
many people who belong to the revo- 
lutionary left. It can surely be argued 
much more realistically that the Angry 
Brigade, far from representing (let alone 
somehow being) the movement, has 
actually alienated itself from the move- 
ment by its methods, and has indeed 
injured the movement by opening it up 


to internal distrust and division and 
to external pressure and persecution. If 
the Angry Brigade are really sensitive 
to the needs and desires of the people, 
they should consider how they have 
helped to fill those needs and satisfy 
those desires. If the Angry Brigade 
are really part of the revolution, they 
should consider how they have helped 
to advance or retard it. And even if 
in the final analysis the Angry Brigade 
can be shown to have done more good 
than harm, it is still up to each one 
of us to decide whether we really feel 
that we are part of the same movement. 
Did we all bomb Carr’s house? Did 
you? 

In the short interval left before the 
trial begins, the Defence Group asks 
for information about any further 
political explosions or police searches, 
especially since last August. It also asks 
for help in general—write to Box 359, 
Compendium Bookshop, 240 Camden 
High Street, London, N.W.1. 


N.W. 


ORA Conference Report 


NARCHIST CONFERENCES are 

usually thought of in the movement 
as being something to avoid or resign 
yourself to. In fact this one (York, 
April 8-9) was not only worthwhile and 
effective, but even managed to be free 
of the usual AFB conference personality 
hassles and shouting-matches. 


As York University authorities had set 
impossible conditions for their holding 
the conference, most of the sessions were 
held in a pub (point to note for future 
conference secretaries). A full report of 
the conference is available from ORA 
Contact Secretary (104 Bishopthorpe, 
York) so I will mostly deal with the 
decisions taken. 


Groups reported on their activities 
locally. The first one, from Lancaster 
University, described the occupation and 
strike last term over the dismissal of a 
CP lecturer for political bias. The fight is 
continuing next term and help and soli- 
darity will be needed. Apart from stu- 
dents most people seemed to be involved 
in Tenants’ Associations, Claimants’ 
Unions and producing papers and pam- 
phlets on a variety of things—Valpreda, 
miners’ strike, OAPs, etc. There seemed 
to be an increase in actual ORA groups 
but most comrades were in general 
anarchist groups and were co-operating 
with other local libertarians. 

A re-distribution of delegates’ functions 
took place to further decentralise every- 
thing to avoid any kind of power base. 
The Newsletter will be produced in 
London, pamphlets in Glasgow, the forth- 
coming newspaper in Leeds and the Con- 
tact and Internal Bulletin Secretary in 
York. 

A report was given by two French 
ORA delegates on their set-up and the 
general political situation in France. 
There were also two delegates from the 
Anarchist-Syndicalist Alliance and con- 
ference voted unanimously to co-operate 
with ASA at local level and to sell each 
other’s pamphlets and papers. It was 
also agreed that as many ORA members 
as possible would go to the forthcoming 
ASA conference in Manchester. Further 
co-operation with libertarians was agreed 
upon with the decision to help in setting 


September conference in Leeds prior to 
the launching of the newspaper was 
agreed upon. 

A report was given from comrades who 
attended the Manchester Women’s Lib 
conference and who spoke of the good 
potential there for establishing an infor- 
mation network of libertarian women. 
The conference did not have time to dis- 
cuss Ireland and any discussion we hope 
will take place in the Newsletter. 

All in all it was a good and fruitful 
conference and one that put the lie to 
myths that anarchists are incapable of 
organising and that to have organisation 
you have to have leaders. 

STEVE KIBBLE. 


How Fair 
is Rent ? 


Continued from page 1 
fair rents. Need should be the 
standard controlling the allocation 
of accommodation. Any govern- 
ment really determined to smash the 
housing racket would deal with the 
matter as a military operation and 
build, as they did in war-time, whole 
cities for occupation rent-free. The 
Tories, with their vested interests, 
are never likely to do this, neither 
are the Labour Party with their 
parish-pump outlook which they 
maintained during their years in 
Office. 

There is hope in housing co- 
operatives (see Anarchy 102) or even 
the union idea of building trades 
guilds as pioneered in the twenties. 
(Whatever happened to this?) But 
ultimately, as the squatters proved— 
until they went ‘legit’-—expropriation 


pee, CG Se ee a ene eee 





SERRE ERESE 5555555555 





SESEEEEESSEEEEESES555S 


Any book not in stock, but in 
print can be promptly supplied. 
Please add postage & cash with 
order helps. 


Of Population 
William Godwin £7.00 (2ip) 
The Russian Anarchists 
Paul Avrich £4.50 (21p) 
The Great French Revolution 
Peter Kropotkin £3.75 (21p) 
Fields, Factories & Workshops 
Peter Kropotkin £5.50 (21p) 
Survival Scrapbook 1 
Shelter Unicorn Bookshop £1.25 (15p) 
No Treason 
Lysander Spooner £0.60 (34p) 
Character Analyses 
Wilhelm Reich £2.10 (21p) 
Selected Writings 
Wilhelm Reich £2.30 (21p) 
(Slightly damaged copies of 
this title are available at 
half price £1.15 + 21p post) 
Prison Memoirs of an 
Anarchist 
Alexander Berkman £1.50 (2ip) 
Men Against the State 
James J. Martin £1.05 (14p) 
The Radical Tradition in 
Education in Britain 
(inc. writings by William 
Godwin, Tom Paine, Robert 
Owen, Richard Carlisle, 
William Lovett, William 
Morris and others) 
(ed.) Brian Simon £1.00 (84p) 


Please send foolscap (9” x 4”) S.A.E. 
if you would like to receive regular 
booklists. 
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held in a pub (point to note for future 
conference secretaries). A full report of 
the conference is available from ORA 
Contact Secretary (104 Bishopthorpe, 
York) so I will mostly deal with the 
decisions taken. 


Groups reported on their activities 
locally. The first one, from Lancaster 
University, described the occupation and 
strike last term over the dismissal of a 
CP lecturer for political bias. The fight is 
continuing next term and help and soli- 
darity will be needed. Apart from stu- 
dents most people seemed to be involved 
in Tenants’ Associations, Claimants’ 
Unions and producing papers and pam- 
phlets on a variety of things—Valpreda, 
miners’ strike, OAPs, etc. There seemed 
to be an increase in actual ORA groups 
but most comrades were in general 
anarchist groups and were co-operating 
with other local libertarians. 

A re-distribution of delegates’ functions 
took place to further decentralise every- 
thing to avoid any kind of power base. 
The Newsletter will be produced in 
London, pamphlets in Glasgow, the forth- 
coming newspaper in Leeds and the Con- 
tact and Internal Bulletin Secretary in 
York. 

A report was given by two French 
ORA delegates on their set-up and the 
general political situation in France. 
There were also two delegates from the 
Anarchist-Syndicalist Alliance and con- 
ference voted unanimously to co-operate 
with ASA at local level and to sell each 
other’s pamphlets and papers. It was 
also agreed that as many ORA members 
as possible would go to the forthcoming 
ASA conference in Manchester. Further 
co-operation with libertarians was agreed 
upon with the decision to help in setting 
up a Libertarian Alliance. 

Conference accepted with a few alter- 
ations the reports of the three workshops 
who were re-drafting the Aims and 
Principles (which should be available 
next week), discussing the production of 
a monthly newspaper and producing a 
one-off student paper for next year’s first- 
year students. 

A newspaper collective was elected 
subject to instant recall, which would be 
based in Leeds. The paper itself (as yet 
without a name) would be put together 
by them from material sent in from 
other comrades, but would be actually 
produced by local groups in turn. A 


All in all it was a good and fruitful 
conference and one that put the lie to 
myths that anarchists are incapable of 
organising and that to have organisation 
you have to have leaders. 

STEVE KIBBLE. 


How Fair 
is Rent ? 


Continued from page 1 
fair rents. Need should be the 
standard—controlling the allocation 
of accommodation. Any govern- 
ment really determined to smash the 
housing racket would deal with the 
matter as a military operation and 
build, as they did in war-time, whole 
cities for occupation rent-free. The 
Tories, with their vested interests, 
are never likely to do this, neither 
are the Labour Party with their 
parish-pump outlook which they 
maintained during their years in 
office. 

There is hope in housing co- 
operatives (see Anarchy 102) or even 
the union idea of building trades 
guilds as pioneered in the twenties. 
(Whatever happened to this?) But 
ultimately, as the squatters proved— 
until they went ‘legit’"—expropriation 
is the only permanent answer. 

As Kropotkin said in The Con- 
quest of Bread, on expropriation of 
housing, ‘We are firmly persuaded 
that if only there is no sort of 
government interference in the 
matter, if all the changes are en- 
trusted to those free groups which 
have sprung up to undertake the 
work, the evictions and removals will 
be less numerous than those which 
take place in one year under the 
present system, owing to the rapacity 
of landlords.’ 





Jack ROBINSON. 
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we have grown too used to the idea that 
families with young children live in a 
state of poverty, scrimping and saving 
whether the parents are employed or not. 
The GAI will challenge the dependence 
of women and children on men. It will 
also challenge our position as a source 
of cheap labour and therefore it will 
challenge the system as a whole.’ 
Suggestions have been put forward for 
national days of action, involving a 
variety of militant tactics. Coupled with 
militant tactics will be exposure of the 
ludicrous discrepancies within the DHSS, 
such as the following. On the sliding 
scale of benefit payable for children from 
one to 15, the rate ranges from £1.70 to 
£3. Compare this with the cost of non- 


profit-making fostering at £5.50, and a 
child in care, at £20. 

It is hoped that the Claimants’ Cam- 
paign for a GAI will be fought in con- 
junction with rank and file organisations, 
local action committees, tenants’ associ- 
ations, Women’s Lib and other grass root 
organisations. If any readers are in- 
volved in any such organisations and 
think the idea of a GAI a good one, 
perhaps they could get in touch with 
North London Claimants’ Union, who 
are co-ordinating the national campaign. 
Their address is 18 Ashbrook Road, 
London, N.19. Tel. 272 0029. At the last 
count there were 76 Claimants’ Unions in 
England, Scotland, Wales and N. Ireland. 
As they said at Deptford: ‘We must be- 
come a dynamic force to be reckoned 
with. Society or this system is not getting 
any easier. It’s just getting more re- 
pressive.” 

P.E. 
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Godwin, Tom Paine, Robert 
Owen, Richard Carlisle, 
William Lovett, William 
Morris and others) 
(ed.) Brian Simon £1.00 (83p) 


Please send foolscap (9” x 4”) S.A.B. 
if you would like to receive regular 
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TOLSTOY-i 


Dear Comrades, 


Terry Phillips does Tolstoy several in- 
justices; not to mention the injustices 
done to John Lawrence! 


It is quite untrue that John claimed 
that Tolstoy said he was an anarchist: 
Tolstoy himself denied it, so the question 
of Tolstoy’s ‘heresies’ does not really 
arise. 

Tf one reads a great deal of Tolstoy one 
finds him to be an anarchist in spite of 
himself! 

I know of no test for anarchism except 
that of an individual calling himself one. 
Tolstoy explicitly rejected this. Name- 
calling of ‘mysticism’ would exclude 
Shelley. Blake and Thoreau ard the 
majority of anarchical poets. The cheap 
do-it-yourself psychology of calling him 
‘masochistic, ascetic and anti-life’ is mere 
labelling. None of us is perfect and 
Tolstoy never made any claims for per- 
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TOLSTOY-ii 
Dear Comrades, 

John Lawrence in his review “Tolstoy 
on the Telly’ distorted Tolstoy’s view 
of history, a view which is significant 
both for his relationship to marxism 
and anarchism. I would take issue with 
his statement: 

‘«. , He (Tolstoy) puts the individual 

at the centre of things. There is no 

hiding behind “historical processes”, 

“economic laws”, the “party line” or 

any other of the many excuses which 

are put forward for justifying inaction 

in the face of injustice.’ 
If John Lawrence had read War and 
Peace closely enough, he would have 
realised that one of Tolstoy’s main pre- 
occupations in the writing of the book, 
was to refute the idea that it is the 
individual who makes history. 

‘The people, and the people alone, 

are the motive force in the making 

of world history.’ 
Mao Tse-Tung. 


Napoleon’s fortunes spring not from 
his own will or genius but from the 
appropriateness of his actions to events. 
‘To elicit the laws of history we 
must leave aside kings, ministers and 
generals and select for study the 
homogenous, infinitesimal elements 

which influence the masses.’ 
War and Peace, p. 977, Penguin. 


History for Tolstoy springs from millions 
of social interactions and these inter- 
actions fundamentally exhibit the nature 


REPLY: 


Dave Horner has missed (or ignored) 
the very essence of Tolstoy’s life and 
work. Two quotations from the novel 
War and Peace don’t make Tolstoy a 
marxist. The idea is absurd to anyone 
who has read Tolstoy's numerous non- 


fictional books and pamphlets. In The 
TKke Winedam af 


a. AE fine Ties 


fection (I myself am a sadist), but it is 
what one does with one’s imperfections 
that counts. Of course Tolstoy had guilt 
feelings, if he hadn’t Terry P. would have 
said he was a bloody selfish capitalist 
rentier. You can’t win! 

Tolstoy’s strong point was his rejec- 
tion of the State and of war, he also 
rejected institutionalized religion. Reli- 
gion, says A. N. Whitehead, is what a 
man does with his loneliness. Some 
people find fulfilment and happiness 
through a religion which is not insti- 
tutionalized, not superstitious and thus 


harms nobody. If one reads the life (or 


lives) of Tolstoy, one finds that not only 
his aiming for perfection led to unhappi- 
ness for himself and others but the desire 
to build him up as a ‘great man’ by his 
exploiters. 

Tolstoy failed in his quest. But he 
did try and produced some wonderful 
works of art in his failure. But perhaps 
Terry has not read my pamphlet? 
Colchester Jack ROBINSON. 


of historical laws. In this he is closer 
to a marxist than an anarchist con- 
ception of history. 
‘Historical events . . . appear on the 
whole to be . . . governed by chance. 
But where on the surface accident 
holds sway, there actually it is 
governed by inner, hidden laws. . . .’ 
Ludwig Feuerbach and the 
End of Classical German 
Philosophy, F. Engels. 
As the nature of the ‘historical process’ 
is governed by social laws this entails 
that the realm of human, social action 
is a realm of necessity. 
‘Freewill is for history only an ex- 
pression connoting what we do not 
know about the laws of human life.’ 
War and Peace, p. 1440. 
Tolstoy's own life demonstrates that 
despite his progressive ideals he remained 
a victim of his own class position; a 
patriarch and an authoritarian. 
Anarchists are particularly vulnerable 
in their approach to history. They seem 
to adopt a facile, bourgeois view (not 
shared by Tolstoy) that events are de- 
termined by the shaping wills of indi- 
viduals rather than by profound socio- 
economic forces. This is not a purely 
academic point since political clarity is 
concomitant with a correct historical 
perspective. In the Marxist camp there 
is no hiding behind ‘historical processes’ 
but the recognition of the need to analyse 
and understand social development and 
change. 
Yours fraternally, 
DAVE HORNER. 


many others, you will find a consistent and 
passionate plea for men to take individual 
responsibility, a consistent and passionate 
polemic against all those who resorted 
to ‘scientific’, ‘historical’, ‘socialist’, or 
‘religious’ excuses to justify inaction in 
the face of cruelty, inequality and in- 
justice. Dave Horner’s quotation from 
Engels is ironic indeed. This co-founder 
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VIOLENCE INEVITABLE 


Dear Comrades, 

Regarding the controversy over paci- 
fism and violence which has appeared 
in FREEDOM recently, I think some of 
the points made by both Laurens Otter 
and David Gardiner are open to criticism. 
As far as mass involvement in the revo- 
lution is concerned, Laurens Otter is 
quite right, but this is not a justification 
of pacifism, which is surely a doctrinaire 
refusal to use violence. He says, ‘No 
one questions that the present holders 
of power and privilege will resort to 
violence to prevent the loss of these’, 
yet goes on to say that ‘the social 
general strike demands more universal 
and more committed participation than 
an insurrection and it makes violence 
irrelevant’. How can these two state- 
ments be reconciled? If the holders 
of power and privilege resort to violence, 
how can that violence be irrelevant? 
The clue to Comrade Otter’s confusion 
lies in the phrase ‘more universal’—an 
impossible phrase, since ‘universal’ can 
hardly be qualified by ‘more’ or ‘less’. 
Universal can only mean ‘involving 
everyone’. We might as well face the 
fact that there will always be some 
people willing to do the dirty work of 
the ruling class, and if anarchism has 
to wait for the conversion of the last 
of these then we can forget all about 
it. Given the mass involvement of the 
working class in the creation of an 
anarchist society, the forces of reaction 
might well be defeated with very little 
actual violence, but this is not the same 
thing as saying that violence is irrelevant 
or that it must never in any circumstances 
be used. 

The conclusion of his article follows 
logically from what has gone before— 
since a pacifist revolution is clearly in- 
conceivable in present circumstances, it 
must be postponed until some time in 
future aeons: meanwhile we have the 
prospect of a state-socialist revolution, 
from which ‘we cannot stand aside’, but 
on the other hand we ‘cannot suspend 
our critique of state socialism’. This 
sort of posturing is unlikely to convince 
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TALKING TOUGH 


Continued from page 1 
DIVIDE CLASS SYMPATHIES 


Mr. Barber’s attack is an attempt to 
divide class sympathies which they com- 
pletely underestimated during the miners’ 
strike. He also tried to discredit mili- 
tants within the trade unions. He said: 
‘Every time industrial action has ap- 
peared in the short term to pay off, those 
responsible rank and file members who 
were against it have been pilloried as 
weak and ineffective, and the militants 
have been strengthened. All too often 
the apparent success of the militants has 
cut the ground from under the feet of 
the majority of trade union leaders who 
are as loyal and public spirited as any 
of our people.’ : 

Obviously the implication is that 
intentions of militants are just 
opposite. The Government and _ the 
employers know that militancy on the 
part of workers pays. More workers are 
beginning to learn this lesson, and it is 
because of this that the Tories introduced 
their Industrial Relations Bill. This legis- 
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of history, a view which is significant 
both for his relationship to marxism 
and anarchism. I would take issue with 
his statement: 
“. . He (Tolstoy) puts the individual 
at the centre of things. There is no 
hiding behind “historical processes”, 
“economic laws”, the “party line” or 
any other of the many excuses which 
are put forward for justifying inaction 
in the face of injustice.’ 
If John Lawrence had read War and 
Peace closely enough, he would have 
realised that one of Tolstoy’s main pre- 
occupations in the writing of the book, 
was to refute the idea that it is the 
individual who makes history. : 
‘The people, and the people alone, 
are the motive force in the making 
of world history.’ 
Mao Tse-Tung. 


Napoleon’s fortunes spring not from 
his own will or genius but from the 
appropriateness of his actions to events. 
‘To elicit the laws of history we 
must leave aside kings, ministers and 
generals and select for study the 
homogenous, infinitesimal elements 

which influence the masses.’ 
War and Peace, p. 977, Penguin. 


History for Tolstoy springs from millions 
of social interactions and these inter- 
actions fundamentally exhibit the nature 


REPLY: 


Dave Horner has missed (or ignored) 
the very essence of Tolstoy’s life and 
work. Two quotations from the novel 
War and Peace don’t make Tolstoy a 
marxist. The idea is absurd to anyone 
who has read Tolstoy's numerous non- 
fictional books and pamphlets. In The 
Slavery of Our Time, The Kingdom of 
God, What Then Must We Do, and 
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But where on the sufiace acicem 
holds sway, there actually it is 
governed by inner, hidden laws... .’ 
Ludwig Feuerbach and the 
End of Classical German 
Philosophy, F. Engels. 
As the nature of the ‘historical process’ 
is governed by social laws this entails 
that the realm of human, social action 
is a realm of necessity. 
‘Freewill is for history only an ex- 
pression connoting what we do not 
know about the laws of human life.’ 
War and Peace, p. 1440. 
Tolstoy's own life demonstrates that 
despite his progressive ideals he remained 
a victim of his own class position; a 
patriarch and an authoritarian. 
Anarchists are particularly vulnerable 
in their approach to history. They seem 
to adopt a facile, bourgeois view (not 
shared by Tolstoy) that events are de- 
termined by the shaping wills of indi- 
viduals rather than by profound socio- 
economic forces. This is not a purely 
academic point since political clarity is 
concomitant with a correct historical 
perspective. In the Marxist camp there 
is no hiding behind ‘historical processes’ 
but the recognition of the need to analyse 
and understand social development and 
change. 
Yours fraternally, 
Dave Horner. 


many others, you will find a consistent and 
passionate plea for men to take individual 
responsibility, a consistent and passionate 
polemic against all those who resorted 
to ‘scientific’, ‘historical’, ‘socialist’, or 
‘religious’ excuses to justify inaction in 
the face of cruelty, inequality and in- 
justice. Dave Horner’s quotation from 
Engels is ironic indeed. This co-founder 
of Marxism was. himself a capitalist, a 
mill-owner, who derived a very com- 
fortable income from the labours of those 
Manchester workers he exploited in his 
factory. That his whole life was made 
possible through the misery of ‘his’ 
workers didn’t, so far as anyone knows, 
cause Engels a_ single sleepless night. 
Why should it? He didn’t believe he 
had any personal responsibility for that 
state of affairs which he so graphically 
described in his book The Condition of 
the English Working Class. If he had 
wealth and the workers had poverty, 
if he kad the leisure to study history 
and economics while the workers slaved 
for 16 hours a day and slept in in- 
describable hovels, it wasn’t his fault 
but was due to those mysterious ‘inner, 
hidden laws of the historical process’. 
Tolstoy also was born into wealth and 
privilege—and from the age of about 
fifty he hated it, felt guilty about it, 
knew that it was based on the slavery 
of the peasants, and tried (not altogether 
successfully—for he was human) to give 
it all away and live without exploiting 
anyone at all. Was he, as most marxists 
say, a silly old man, a religious crank? 
Or was he an example of all that is 
best in human beings? I believe the 
latter to be true. Today the world is 
full of learned, educated men who man- 
age to analyse the world’s ills, write 
massive books on what the workers 
should do about it—all the while them- 
selves living comfortable lives based on 
the slavery and deprivation of working- 
men. It is an intellectual game _ that 
Tolstoy, to his eternal credit, absolutely 
refused to play. 
JOHN LAWRENCE. 


Printed by Express Printers, London, E.1 
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The conclusion of his article follows 
logically from what has gone before— 
since a pacifist revolution is clearly in- 
conceivable in present circumstances, it 
must be postponed until some time in 
future aeons: meanwhile we have the 
prospect of a state-socialist revolution, 
from which ‘we cannot stand aside’, but 
on the other hand we ‘cannot suspend 
our critique of state socialism’. This 
sort of posturing is unlikely to convince 
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TALKING TOUGH 


Continued from page 1 
DIVIDE CLASS SYMPATHIES 


Mr. Barber's attack is an attempt to 
divide class sympathies which they com- 
pletely underestimated during the miners’ 
strike. He also tried to discredit mili- 
tants within the trade unions. He said: 
‘Every time industrial action has ap- 
peared in the short term to pay off, those 
responsible rank and file members who 
were against it have been pilloried as 
weak and ineffective, and the militants 
have been strengthened. All too often 
the apparent success of the militants has 
cut the ground from under the feet of 
the majority of trade union leaders who 
are as loyal and public spirited as any 
of our people.’ , 

Obviously the implication is that- the 
intentions of militants are just the 
opposite. The Government and the 
employers know that militancy on the 
part of workers pays. More workers are 
beginning to learn this lesson, and it is 
because of this that the Tories introduced 
their Industrial Relations Bill. This legis- 
lation is not meant to break trade unions 
as organisations, but to strengthen the 
cautious, moderate union leaders, and 
their officials against the rank and file. 
It is the militants among the rank and 
file which the Act victimises, to weaken 
their struggle against unemployment, 
changes in work methods and their 
increase wages and 
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improve conditions. 


‘BLACKING’ CONTINUES 
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AFBIB—To ali Groups. 

The next AFBIB will be produced in 
Sheffield at 4 Havelock Square, Sheffield, 
10. Send material to Secretary, Peter Le 
Mare. Also needs offers of help from 
Groups to bring out further issues. 

The Contact Column in ‘Freedom’ is 
also available for urgent information. 
Groups should send latest addresses 
to Birmingham. New inguirers should 
write direct to them or to the AFB 
information office in Birmingham. 


AFB R 


There are now 4 
part of the counts 
write to: 


N.E. England: Mi 
Gateshead, Co. 
Essex & E. Herts 
Lane, Eight Ash 
Surrey: G. Wright 
Yorkshire; Martin 
Road, Leeds, Li 
Manchester: Mat 
Avenue, Little Hu 
Scotland: Secretar 
Place, Maryfield 
Wales: c/o P. | 
N. Ireland: c/o Fr 
The American F 
Box 9885, Minn 
S. ireland: 20 Coll 
University and St 
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VIOLENCE INEVITABLE 


Dear Comrades, 

Regarding the controversy over paci- 
fism and violence which has appeared 
in FREEDOM recently, I think some of 
the points made by both Laurens Otter 
and David Gardiner are open to criticism. 
As far as mass involvement in the revo- 
lution is concerned, Laurens Otter is 
quite right, but this is not a justification 
of pacifism, which is surely a doctrinaire 
refusal to use violence. He says, ‘No 
one questions that the present holders 
of power and privilege will resort to 
violence to prevent the loss of these’, 
yet goes on to say that ‘the social 
general strike demands more universal 
and more committed participation than 
an insurrection and it makes violence 
irrelevant’. How can these two state- 
ments be reconciled? If the holders 
of power and privilege resort to violence, 
how can that violence be irrelevant? 
The clue to Comrade Otter’s confusion 
lies in the phrase ‘more universal’—an 
impossible phrase, since ‘universal’ can 
hardly be qualified by ‘more’ or ‘less’. 
Universal can only mean ‘involving 
everyone’. We might as well face the 
fact that there will always be some 
people willing to do the dirty work of 
the ruling class, and if anarchism has 
to wait for the conversion of the last 
of these then we can forget all about 
it. Given the mass involvement of the 
working class in the creation of an 
anarchist society, the forces of reaction 
might well be defeated with very little 
actual violence, but this is not the same 
thing as saying that violence is irrelevant 
or that it must never in any circumstances 
be used. 

The conclusion of his article follows 
logically from what has gone before— 
since a pacifist revolution is clearly in- 
conceivable in present circumstances, it 
must be postponed until some time in 
future aeons: meanwhile we have the 
prospect of a state-socialist revolution, 
from which ‘we cannot stand aside’, but 
on the other hand we ‘cannot suspend 
our critique of state socialism’. This 
sort of posturing is unlikely to convince 


anyone, let alone the vast majority 
whose involvement is so essential to 
the achievement of anarchy. 

I hardly know where to start with 
the welter of nonsense churned out by 
David Gardiner. His argument in favour 
of pacifism consists of the insinuation 
of a false alternative: either you are 
a pacifist, or you approve of and are 
in some way responsible for every act 
of violence committed. To bring this 
point home, he produces the most 
nauseating of debating tricks: since 
Worcester anarchists had the temerity 
to say that in a revolution violence is 
inevitable, Gardiner saddles them with 
a moral responsibility for the explosions 
in Belfast. For good measure he throws 
in a reference to an unspecified ‘Glorious 
Struggle’, as if the social revolution 
had some connection with the nationalist 
war being waged by the IRA in Ulster. 
Perhaps someone will now write in to 
say that we are also responsible for 
the bombing of Dresden and Vietnam 
and probably the massacre of the Inno- 
cents as well. 

Despite his reference to ‘everything 
we all believe in’, it seems to me that 
the differences between Gardiner’s view- 
point and my own go much deeper 
that the question of pacifism. For in- 
stance, what are we to make of his 
statement that ‘the crux of the anarchist 
ideology says that society exists to 
care for and keep all its members, strong 
and weak alike, in happiness and com- 
fort’? Is this really how FREEDOM’s 
readers see it? What is this great ab- 
straction ‘society’ which is going to look 
after us all? It sounds like a thinly- 
disguised plea for a super-welfare state, 
the very thing we are supposed to want 
to get rid of. Nor can I agree with 
his optimistic belief that the old order 
will collapse in the face of passive 
opposition from the new generation. 
Classical anarchism may have its short- 
comings, but the ‘play power’ version 
of effortless anarchism is just not a 
serious alternative. 

Cart CHATFIELD, 


TALKING TOUGH 


Continued from page 1 
DIVIDE CLASS SYMPATHIES 


Mr. Barber’s attack is an attempt to 
divide class sympathies which they com- 
pletely underestimated during the miners’ 
strike. He also tried to discredit mili- 
tants within the trade unions. He said: 
‘Every time industrial action has ap- 
peared in the short term to pay off, those 
responsible rank and file members who 
were against it have been pilloried as 
weak and ineffective, and the militants 
have been strengthened. All too often 
the apparent success of the militants has 
cut the ground from under the feet of 
the majority of trade union leaders who 
are as loyal and public spirited as any 
of our people.’ x 

Obviously the implication is that 
intentions of militants are just 
opposite. The Government and the 
employers know that militancy on the 
part of workers pays. More workers are 
beginning to learn this lesson, and it is 
because of this that the Tories introduced 
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who are ‘blacking’ container firms, it is 
the decisions taken by the dockers them- 
selves in defiance of the law that is 
important, The decision of 5,000 workers 
to continue to defy the law is an open 
challenge of the Tory law. Their action 
could lead to the first showdown with the 
law. 

‘Containerisation’ means fewer men to 
load and unload cargoes. These methods 
have already brought redundancies. Now 
the employers are trying to move more 
of this work away from the docks. If 
they are successful more redundancies 
will follow with further weakening of the 
rank and file organisation established at 
Liverpool. Dockers want containers used 
to bring them benefits in the form of a 
shorter working week, rather than see 
their fellow workers without jobs. 


The Transport and General Workers’ 
Union now has three weeks to decide 
whether to pay up the £5,000 fine im- 
posed on them for contempt. Mr. Jones, 
the general secretary, is seeking TUC 
advice, and there is talk of giving 
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Help Fold and Despatch ‘Freedom’, 
Thursdays from 2 p.m. 
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Arts Festival in Bickershaw (Lanes.) 
(Theatre, Poetry, Pop, etc.) May 5-6-7. 
Comrades participating and willing 
to sell literature, leaflet, etc., ‘phone 
Bob Lees 061-652 4047 or write 
Brian J. Banks, 553 Liverpool Road, 
Platt Bridge, Nr. Wigan. Lancs. 


Nihilistic Luddites interested in forming 
an agricultural commune contact 
M. Phillips, 26 Uckfield Grove, 
Mitcham, Surrey. 

‘A Flight of Silver Birds’, original poems 
by Tina Morris. Send 24p for 6 cards 
(3 different designs) to 18 Pemberton 
Street, Blackburn, BB1 9AB. 


Iberian Centre, Holy Trinity Church Hall, 
125 Kingsway, London, W.C.1. Cycle 
of Films: Sunday, April 30, 7.30 p.m., 
‘The Exterminating Angel’. 
(directed by Luis Bufiuel, English 
subtitles); Sunday, May 7, 7.30 p.m., 
‘The Executioner’ (directed by Luis 
G. Berlanga, English subtitles). 


Free School Must Get Started! Need 
small East London room for office 
to start ball rolling. Pay reasonable 
rent. Tel. Joe, Orpington 25223. 


Anti-Heroes. A set of cards produced by 
Marrow and Ginger of Nottingham. 
Pictures and Words. Ned Ludd, 
Robin Hood and Scenes of the Burn- 
ing of Nottingham Castle, Sherwood 
Forest, General Booth, Feargus 
O’Conner, Byron and His Lady. 25p 
per set plus 3p postage or individu- 
ally at 5p each plus 3p postage. 
From BOOKS, 84 Woodhouse Lane, 
Leeds 2. 


Read ‘Equality’. The international English 
language Libertarian newspaper for 
Readers’ Control. Subscriptions are 
Free but donations towards postage 
costs are appreciated. Write to Jim 
Huggon, c/o Freedom Press. 


Harringay and District Anarchists meet 
every Thursday from 8 p.m. in the 
Saloon Bar of the Osborn Tavern, 
Stroud Green Road, Finsbury Park. 


Anarchist Meetings. Wednesdays 7.30 p.m. 
271 Commercial Road, E.1 (1st floor). 


London Anarchists meet socially at ‘The 
Marquis of Granby’, Cambridge 
Circus, Charing Cross Road, Sundays 
from 7.30 p.m. onwards. 


Oxford. Anarchist meetings every Friday 
8 pm. Clarendon Press Institute, 
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The conclusion of his article follows 
logically from what has gone before— 
since a pacifist revolution is clearly in- 
conceivable in present circumstances, it 
must be postponed until some time in 
future aeons: meanwhile we have the 
prospect of a state-socialist revolution, 
from which ‘we cannot stand aside’, but 
on the other hand we ‘cannot suspend 
our critique of state socialism’. This 
sort of posturing is unlikely to convince 
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after us all? It sounds like a thinly- 
disguised plea for a super-welfare state, 
the very thing we are supposed to want 
to get rid of. Nor can I agree with 
his optimistic belief that the old order 
will collapse in the face of passive 
opposition from the new generation. 
Classical anarchism may have its short- 
comings, but the ‘play power’ version 
of effortless anarchism is just not a 
serious alternative. 


CarRL CHATFIELD. 


TALKING TOUGH 


Continued from page 1 
DIVIDE CLASS SYMPATHIES 


Mr. Barber's attack is an attempt to 
divide class sympathies which they com- 
pletely underestimated during the miners’ 
strike. He also tried to discredit mili- 
tants within the trade unions. He said: 
‘Every time industrial action has ap- 
peared in the short term to pay off, those 
responsible rank and file members who 
were against it have been pilloried as 
weak and ineffective, and the militants 
have been strengthened. All too often 
the apparent success of the militants has 
cut the ground from under the feet of 
the majority of trade union leaders who 
are as loyal and public spirited as any 
of our people.’ : 

Obviously the implication is that 
intentions of militants are just 
opposite. The Government and 
employers know that militancy on the 
part of workers pays. More workers are 
beginning to learn this lesson, and it is 
because of this that the Tories introduced 
their Industrial Relations Bill. This legis- 
lation is not meant to break trade unions 
as organisations, but to strengthen the 
cautious, moderate union leaders, and 
their officials against the rank and file. 
It is the militants among the rank and 
file which the Act victimises, to weaken 
their struggle against unemployment, 
changes in work methods and _ their 
determination to increase wages and 
improve conditions. 

‘BLACKING’ CONTINUES 


As in the case of the Liverpool dockers, 


the 
the 
the 


who are ‘blacking’ container firms, it is 
the decisions taken by the dockers them- 
selves in defiance of the law that is 
important. The decision of 5,000 workers 
to continue to defy the law is an open 
challenge of the Tory law. Their action 
could lead to the first showdown with the 
law. 

‘Containerisation’ means fewer men to 
load and unload cargoes. These methods 
have already brought redundancies. Now 
the employers are trying to move more 
of this work away from the docks. If 
they are successful more redundancies 
will follow with further weakening of the 
rank and file organisation established at 
Liverpool. Dockers want containers used 
to bring them benefits in the form of a 
shorter working week, rather than see 
their fellow workers without jobs. 


The Transport and General Workers’ 
Union now has three weeks to decide 
whether to pay up the £5,000 fine im- 
posed on them for contempt. Mr. Jones, 
the general secretary, is seeking TUC 
advice, and there is talk of giving 
evidence before the National Industrial 
Relations Court to avoid further ‘fines. 
Such manoeuvres are expected, even 
from ‘left wing’ union leaders. Even 
those companies involved in the case 
have held back deliveries to the docks 
to cool things and prevent any further 
confrontation. But it is important to see 
this dispute as one that affects all trade 
unionists. This fine stand by the dockers 
should get every support from other 
workers. The union should not pay the 
fine and continue to not co-operate with 
the Industrial Relations Court. 

PT: 


Secretary: , 
Peter Le Mare, 5 Hannafore Road, 
Rotton Park, Birmingham 16 
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AFBIB—To ali Groups. 

The next AFBIB will be produced in 
Sheffield at 4 Havelock Square, Sheffield, 
10. Send material to Secretary, Peter Le 
Mare. Also needs offers of help from 
Groups to bring out further issues. 

The Contact Column in ‘Freedom’ is 
also available for urgent information. 
Groups should send latest addresses 
to Birmingham. New inquirers should 
write direct to them or to the AFB 
information office in Birmingham. 


AFB REGIONAL GROUPS 


There are now anarchist groups in almost every 
part ef the country. To find your nearest group 
write to: 


N.E. England: Mick Renwick, 34 Durham Road, 
Gateshead, Co. Durham. 

Essex & E. Herts.: P. Newell, ‘Aegean’, Spring 
Lane, Eight Ash Green, Coichester. (QM, FL.) 

Surrey: G. Wright, 47 College Road, Epsom. 

Yorkshire: Martin Watkins, Flat D, 90 Clarendos 
Road, Leeds, LS2 9L. 

Manchester: Mat Cunningham, 9 Briar Hilti 

Avenue, Little Hulton, Worsely, Lanes. 

Scotland: Secretary, Mike Malet, 1 Lynnewood 
Place, Maryfield, Dundee. 

Wales: c/o P. i. Mare (address above). 

N. Ireland: c/o Freedom Press. 

The American Federation of Anarchists: P.O 
Box 9885, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55440, USA. 

S. ireland: 20 College Lane, Dublin, 2 

Usiversity and Student Groups: c/o P. L. Mare 


(\Gleteu Uy FS PUL, Liste 
subtitles); Sunday, May 7, 7.30 p.m., 
‘The Executioner’ (directed by Luis 
G. Berlanga, English subtitles). 


Free School Must Get Started! Need 
small East London room for office 
to start ball rolling. Pay reasonable 
rent. Tel. Joe, Orpington 25223. 


Anti-Heroes. A set of cards produced by 
Marrow and Ginger of Nottingham. 
Pictures and Words. Ned Ludd, 
Robin Hood and Scenes of the Burn- 
ing of Nottingham Castle, Sherwood 
Forest, General Booth, Feargus 
O’Conner, Byron and His Lady. 25p 
per set plus 3p postage or individu- 
ally at Sp each plus 3p postage. 
From BOOKS, 84 Woodhouse Lane, 
Leeds 2. 


Read ‘Equality’. The international English 
language Libertarian newspaper for 
Readers’ Control. Subscriptions are 
Free but donations towards postage 
costs are appreciated. Write to Jim 
Huggon, c/o Freedom Press. 


Harringay and District Anarchists meet 
every Thursday from 8 p.m. in the 
Saloon Bar of the Osborn Tavern, 
Stroud Green Road, Finsbury Park. 


Anarchist Meetings. Wednesdays 7.30 p.m. 
271 Commercial Road, E.1 (1st floor). 


London Anarchists meet socially at ‘The 
Marquis of Granby’, Cambridge 
Circus, Charing Cross Road, Sundays 
from 7.30 p.m. onwards. 


Oxford. Anarchist meetings every Friday 
8 p.m. Clarendon Press Institute, 
Walton Street, Oxford. 


Corby. Public meeting on ‘Anarchism 
and Workers’ Control’ planned for 
June 29, Green Room, Civic Centre 
at 7.30 p.m. Local help with pub- 
licity appreciated. Contact Terry 
Phillips, 70 Blenheim Walk. 


Help! Stoke Newington 8 Fund. Com- 
radeés now on remand in Brixton and 
Holloway need financial aid urgently 
for meals, fruit, papers, books 
(which must be new) and cigarettes. 
Please send donations to the Stoke 
Newington 6 Fund, c/o Compendium 
Books, 240 Camden High Street, 
London, N.W.1, a.s.a.p. 


Free Valpreda Campaign needs help, not 
just by way of support, but also in- 
volvement in planning and organis- 
ing. Please contact clo N. & E. 
London Group ORA. 


Libertarian Book Club. Spring Lectures 
Series. Thursday evenings, 7 p.m., 
369 Eighth Avenue, New York City. 
April 27, Sam Dolgoff: Bakunin and 
Nechaev. May 11, Murray Book- 
chin: Marxism and Anarchism. 


Would Box 001 please send Freedom 
Press his address as we have mislaid 
it. We have a number of replies 
from your ad. 


London School of Non Violence. Series 
of Lectures—Man and his Environ- 
ment. April 24, 7 p.m., Prof. Mongar: 
‘The Elusive Wilderness—by Raft 
through the Grand Canyon’. May 1, 
7 p.m., Tony Mills: ‘The Citizen and 
the Environmental Crisis’. The Crypt, 
St. Martins -in-the- Fields. London, 
W.C.2. 


